
 

 
SWISS FEDERAL STATISTICAL OFFICE FSO, ESPACE DE L'EUROPE 10, CH-2010 NEUCHÂTEL 1 
 

 
 

 
Press release 
Embargo: 14.05.2020, 8:30 

 
03 Work and income 
Swiss Labour Force Survey in 1st quarter 2020: labour supply 
 

Decrease in hours worked during the last 2 weeks of the 1st 
quarter due to COVID-19 
 
The number of employed persons in Switzerland rose by 1.1% between the 1st quarter 2019 and the 
1st quarter 2020. During the same period, the unemployment rate as defined by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) declined from 4.9% to 4.5%. These indicators reflect the averages for the 
quarter and are thus only marginally affected by the COVID-19 crisis. Initial estimates, however, 
indicate a decline in the hours worked during the last 2 weeks of the quarter. These are some of the 
results of the Swiss Labour Force Survey (SLFS). 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2020-0501 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2020-0501 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2020-0501 
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