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Expenditure on social benefits remained stable in 2018 
 
Expenditure on social benefits in Switzerland remained stable overall between 2017 and 2018 (+0.2% 
in real terms). The increase in expenditure in 2018 on old age was partly offset by a decrease in 
expenditure on unemployment. The level of social expenditure in Switzerland (26.1% of the GDP) 
was slightly below the European average (26.8%) according to the latest figures from Eurostat 
available for 2017. In Switzerland, as in European countries, old age and health care absorbed most 
of the social benefits. 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2020-0527 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2020-0527 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2020-0527 
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