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00 Basic statistical data and overviews 
l14Y Interoperability Platform 
 

Public register of administrative data now available  
 
Individuals and businesses should only have to provide the authorities with data once, thereby 
reducing the burden upon them. Information that is already available should be reused. In a first step 
towards fulfilling the Federal Council mandate of 2019 according to the once-only principle, the 
Federal Statistical Office (FSO) launched its interoperability platform on 30 June 2021. The platform 
is a public register of currently existing data collections and classifications at all levels of the 
administration.  
 
To begin with, the Swiss Standard Classification of Occupations will be available on the I14Y 
interoperability platform (www.i14y.admin.ch). This classification is used in federal statistics, by the 
regional placement offices (RAV), and for numerous other administrative purposes at federal and 
cantonal level. Documentation for further data collections will be added gradually. Because no actual 
data content is made public, data protection is guaranteed at all times. 
 
Further value will be added to the new platform with the l14Y API library: it will provide an overview 
of electronic interfaces in the public administration. This will make it easier to exchange data 
between the Confederation, cantons, communes and individuals. This will, of course, require a legal 
basis; the decentralised data holders continue to be responsible for their data. 
 
There is also space for an experimental section: l14Y Labs presents projects on the reuse of data. An 
example of this is the l14Y Sviz Graph, which illustrates the Confederation's various digitalisation 
projects and their interconnections in an interactive web application.  
 
I14Y is used to denote the products and services included in the FSO’s interoperability tasks. In 
programming language, the abbreviation stands for ‘interoperability’ by taking the first and last 
letters of that word and inserting the number 14 to represent the remaining letters in between.  
 
 
 
  

https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en
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Once-only principle 
 
The Federal Council wishes to make data management in the public sector easier and more efficient 
by reusing data as the use of existing information reduces the number of unnecessary duplicate 
surveys. To this end, in 2019 the Federal Council commissioned the Federal Statistical Office (FSO) 
with the National data management programme (NaDB). Based on specific pilot projects, the 
widespread implementation of this once-only principle is now being tested in Switzerland. The 
administration’s data sets will have to be gradually standardised and harmonised to make them 
reusable. The FSO provides advice and support in this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information 
Manuela Lenk, FSO, Interoperability and Registers, tel.: +41 58 469 28 41,  
e-mail: manuela.lenk@bfs.admin.ch 
FSO Media Service, tel.: +41 58 463 60 13, e-mail: media@bfs.admin.ch 
 
Online 
Further information and publications: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/en/2021-0671 
Statistics counts for you: www.statistics-counts.ch 
NewsMail subscription in German, French and Italian: www.news-stat.admin.ch 
FSO website: www.statistics.admin.ch 
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which ensures the independence, integrity and accountability of national and community 
statistical offices. Privileged access is supervised and under embargo. 
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