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19 Crime and criminal justice 
Criminal convictions of minors and enforcement of juvenile sanctions in 2020 
 

Minors: more offences under the Swiss Criminal Code, fewer 
under the Narcotics Act in 2020 
 
A total of 20 611 convictions of minors were passed in 2020. Compared with the previous year, 
convictions of minors for offences under the Swiss Criminal Code (SCC) rose by 10%. Violent 
offences increased by 23%. In contrast, convictions for the consumption of drugs fell by 18%.  The 
most frequent sanctions were cautions, personal work orders and fines. 553 procedures were closed 
through mediation, settlement or compensation. In 2020, 1060 young people were placed in foster 
care. 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2021-0256 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2021-0256 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2021-0256 
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