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13 Social Security 
Social assistance in a broader sense: Finance statistics 2020 and inventory 2021 
 

Social assistance expenditure in 2020 was hardly affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
In 2020, CHF 8.7 billion was spent on means-tested social assistance benefits in the broader sense. 
815 805 persons or 9.5% of Switzerland's permanent resident population received at least one such 
means-tested social benefit. Expenditure on social assistance in the broader sense increased by 
+1.8% in 2020, roughly the same as in the previous year (+1.9%). In this respect, the COVID-19 
pandemic thus had no direct impact on social assistance expenditure. These are some of the latest 
findings from the Federal Statistical Office (FSO). 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2022-0490 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2022-0490 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2022-0490 
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