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Data Science Competence Center henceforth advised by an 
external group of experts 
 
Not long ago the Data Science Competence Center (DSCC) came into being. Now a group of experts 
will support the DSCC in its work. The group will hold its first meeting on 15 September and will 
contribute to the external steering of the DSCC through its expertise in various specialist fields by 
providing advice.  
 
The members of the DSCC group of experts are leading professionals with different perspectives on 
the field of data science. Prof. Lothar Thiele from the Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETH) 
and Prof. Jacques de Werra from the Digital Law Center at the University of Geneva represent 
academia, whereas Prof. Hervé Bourlard from the Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL) is 
an expert in corporate governance in the field of data science and artificial intelligence.  
 
Erich Herzog, Head of Competition & Regulatory Affairs at the business umbrella organisation, 
economiesuisse, will support the group in regulatory and competition law matters. Stefan Metzger 
from digitalswitzerland will represent Switzerland's approach to digital innovation. Lastly, Dr Anna 
Mätzener, Managing Director of AlgorithmWatch Schweiz, deals with the aspect of civil society. 
 
DSCC's positioning in Switzerland and worldwide  

The DSCC is a service provider within the federal administration and as such, offers data science 
services and expertise to the entire Swiss public sector and administration (Confederation, cantons 
and communes). The DSCC builds on the existing synergies with academic partners, in close 
collaboration with the public research and development sector, to provide state-of-the-art data 
science expertise. Compliance with the ethical principles of the DSCC must always be guaranteed 
with regard to its tasks. 
 
The DSCC will receive external advice from the group of experts who will provide independent 
approval of its thrust of direction. The group of experts will focus on the strategic positioning of the 
DSCC as well as on its role in Switzerland and worldwide. In this context, strategic partnerships with 
units within and outside the federal administration can be discussed or examined by the expert 
group.  
 
 
 

https://ethz.ch/staffnet/en/organisation/delegates/digital-transformation.html
https://www.unige.ch/droit/en/collaborateur/professeurs/dewerra-jacques/
https://people.idiap.ch/bourlard
https://ch.linkedin.com/in/erich-herzog
https://digitalswitzerland.com/stefan-metzger-appointed-new-managing-director/
https://algorithmwatch.ch/en/team/anna-maetzener/
https://algorithmwatch.ch/en/team/anna-maetzener/
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Time frame for questions to the FSO Director General  

For all interested media professionals, FSO Director General Georges-Simon Ulrich and the Head of 
the Data Science, AI and Statistical Methods division, Bertrand Loison, will be available via the online 
conferencing tool Webex on Thursday, 15 September 2022 from 10:00 to 11:00 am to answer 
questions about the group of experts, the DSCC and the FSO's new tasks in general. Please register 
with the FSO Media Office no later than Tuesday evening 13 September. Contact details can be 
found below.  
 
 
 

Institutions of the members of the DSCC group of experts 
 
Federal Institute of Technology Zurich 
Digital Law Center | University of Geneva 
Idiap Research Institute | Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne 

economiesuisse 
digitalswitzerland 
AlgorithmWatch Schweiz 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information 
Bertrand Loison, FSO Data Science, AI and Statistical Methods Division (DSSM),  
tel.: +41 58 463 67 70, email: bertrand.loison@bfs.admin.ch 
FSO Media Office, tel.: +41 58 463 60 13, email: media@bfs.admin.ch 
 
Online 
Further information and publications: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/en/2022-0729 
Statistics counts for you: www.statistics-counts.ch 
NewsMail subscription in German, French and Italian: www.news-stat.admin.ch 
FSO website: www.statistics.admin.ch 
 

 

Access to results 
This press release has been established on the basis of the European Statistics Code of Practice, 
which ensures the independence, integrity and accountability of national and community 
statistical offices. Privileged access is supervised and under embargo. 
 
The members of the DSCC group of experts were sent this press release for consultation two 
weeks prior to the embargo.  
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