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PARIS21 Spring Meeting. Going local to leave no one behind: 
The role of sub-national data 
 
The Federal Statistical Office (FSO), together with Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 
21st Century (PARIS21) and the Canton of Basel-Stadt, held the 2023 Spring Meeting today in Basel. 
After the thriving success of the event “International Geneva: Can we beat the chimps with data and 
statistics?” the aim of this meeting was to focus on the role of sub-national data in leaving no one 
behind. 
 
Low- and middle-income countries are on the frontline of climate change, humanitarian crises and 
other global challenges. Vulnerable and poor communities, women and marginalised groups are often 
the hardest hit and the most susceptible to being left behind.  
 
Sub-national data can play a critical role in helping to identify these groups and informing policies and 
programmes to address their needs, yet countries with low statistical capacity may have to overcome 
a set of hurdles to leverage local data to their full extent. 
 
Today, more than 115 cities and localities have published Voluntary Local Reviews1 to assess the 
implementation of the SDGs at a local level, yet they vary widely in terms of their methodology, 
reporting format and contents, making comparison difficult2. 
 
The conference therefore featured a series of in-person sessions bringing together policymakers, 
national and local statistical offices, private sector representatives, foundations, international 
organisations, civil society, and academia to explore the promise and pitfalls of local and sub-national 
data in developing country contexts.   
 
Mr Beat Jans, President of the Government of the Canton of Basel-Stadt, Switzerland, underlined the 
importance of local data, as well as the gaps and challenges that still need to be overcome to obtain 
the necessary local data. He stressed that the potential impact of these data on the welfare of 
communities is even more significant during humanitarian and other crises where timeliness is of the 
essence to ensure lifesaving support for affected and vulnerable communities. 
  

 
1 https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews 
2 https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/07/uclg_vlrlab_guidelines_july_2020_final.pdf 
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A day full of rich discussion 
 
The 2023 PARIS21 Spring Meeting seeks to understand how and where sub-national and local data 
are bringing about transformative change, and to identify financing solutions for data localisation 
issues. 
 
Over the day, four sessions focusing on local data were held. Panellists explored issues including: 
 

• What does ‘local data’ mean and why does it matter to policy making in LMICs? 
• What does local data reveal about climate change? 
• How can new partnerships unlock financing for local and sub-national data? 
• How are organisations and governments using local data to tackle humanitarian challenges? 

 
The event concluded with a call to action to leverage the potential of local data to address global 
challenges. 
 
 
 
 
Programme 
 
Detailed information on the programme is available on the event page and on the upd-initiative.ch 
website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information 
Unlocking the Power of Data Initiative, FSO, International and National Affairs Section, 
e-mail: upd-initiative@bfs.admin.ch 
 
Benjamin Rothen, Ambassador,  
Head of International and National Affairs Unit, tel.: +41 79 745 34 79 
 
FSO Media Office, tel.: +41 58 463 60 13, e-mail: media@bfs.admin.ch 
 
Online 
Further information and publications: www.upd-initiative.ch 
Statistics counts for you: www.statistics-counts.ch 
NewsMail subscription in German, French and Italian: www.news-stat.admin.ch 
FSO website: www.statistics.admin.ch 
 

 

Access to results 
This press release has been established on the basis of the European Statistics Code of Practice, 
which ensures the independence, integrity and accountability of national and community 
statistical offices. Privileged access is supervised and under embargo. 
 
No privileged access has been granted for this press release. 
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