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1  Purpose of document 

 
Revisions of the New pensions statistics (NRS) are continuously updated in the present document, thus providing an overview of de-
velopments. A new chapter (revision of <month, year> with two sub-chapters (“Explanatory notes on the revision” and “Impact on re-
sults”) are added on each revision. Revisions are organised from most recent to oldest. This documentation was compiled in 2020 as 
part of the FSO’s revision policy. Revisions carried out prior to 2020 have not always been documented in the same detail but are de-
tailed in the last chapter. 
 

 

 
2 Revision of November 2023 

 
2.1 Explanatory notes on the revision  

 
NRS statistics are data from administrative sources. We receive information regarding new benefits paid by 2nd and 3rd pillar pension 
funds. For the 1st pillar, we use data from the Central Compensation Office. Until the production of the statistics on new recipients of 
old-age provision benefits in 2021, the results we communicated were only at recipient level. This meant that for a person receiving 
several benefits from the same pillar during the same year, the amounts were cumulated. For socio-demographic characteristics such 
as age, gender, nationality, canton or marital status only information related to a single benefit was selected even if the data were not 
consistent across all benefits. 
 
 In order to take this situation into account and to improve consistency in how such cases are handled, we decided to use the population 
and households statistics (STATPOP) as a database for the socio-demographic variables. STATPOP provides information on the per-
manent resident population as on 31 December of each year. By matching the NRS data with the STATPOP data, we can define a 
reference universe represented by the permanent resident population as on 31 December of a given year, who received at least one 
benefit from the old-age provision system for the first time.  
Furthermore, several advantages have been found in using the STATPOP socio-demographic variables as reference variables.  
  

− After analysis, the quality of the NRS data was seen to have improved for the socio-demographic variables thanks 
to the STATPOP data. One of the advantages of matching with STATPOP is that no gender or age is missing.  
 

− By using STATPOP as the reference universe, we achieve greater consistency with 1st pillar data. The new pension 
statistics include all new OASI pensioners in a given year and who are still receiving their pension in the month of 
December in that year (OASI pensions are paid at the beginning of each month).  By using the permanent resident 
population as on 31 December as the reference universe, we are closer to the one used by the OASI (although not 
identical and there are individuals who leave the territory or die between payment of their pension at the beginning 
of the month and 31 December). 

 
− The point of producing statistics on new recipients of old-age provision benefits is to provide information on the 

benefits paid to recipients who were living in Switzerland on 31 December of that year. This enables a snapshot of 
all the socio-demographic variables at a given moment in time, in this case the end of the year.  
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2.2 Impact on results  

− Using the permanent resident population as on the 31 December of a given year, means that we "lose" some obser-
vations compared with the NRS data. When matching the two data sources, we realised that we were losing around 
7000 benefits per year. This is due to invalid OASI numbers in the NRS and to valid OASI numbers in the NRS that 
are not matched in STATPOP (because these persons are no longer permanent residents in Switzerland on 31 De-
cember (due to death or emigration, etc.)). 

 

Table 1 : Number of recipients of a new benefit from the old-age provision system from 2021 to 2019  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: NRS and STATPOP 2019, 2020, 2021 
 

Matching NRS data with STATPOP not only reduces the number of observations per year but also leads to a slight change in the value 
of the amounts received by age, gender and by other socio-demographic variables. As mentioned above, the variables age, sex and 
nationality were of good quality; the difference between the NRS tables with and without STATPOP variables is only slight and the 
impact on the amounts received was also small. 
 
To illustrate the impact, table 2 below shows the results for recipients of a new 2nd pillar pension and the amounts received by gender 
and age. A comparison is made of results before and after the revision of November 2023.  
 
 
Table 2: Recipients of a new pension from an occupational pension plan (pension funds and vested benefits institutions) and monthly 
amount per person, by sex and age, in 2021. Data before and after revision.  

    Unrevised data, in 2021  Data enriched with STATPOP, in 2021  

    Number of 
persons 

Average 
(CHF)  

1st quarter 
(CHF)  

Median 
(CHF)  

3rd quarter 
(CHF)  

Number of 
persons 

Average 
(CHF)  

1st quarter 
(CHF)  

Median 
(CHF)  

3rd quarter 
(CHF)  

Total  

Total    44 915     2 162      918     1 701     2 841     43 966     2 168      927     1 711     2 847   

Age                     

58    941     2 703     1 139     2 047     3 503      804     2 793     1 215     2 126     3 627   

59   1 002     2 510      999     1 945     3 389      996     2 477     1 034     1 959     3 355   

NRS  2021 2020 2019 

Data not revised     

Total number of recipients  223 900 216 143 207 842 

OASI pension  96 292 93 718 91 474 

Occupational pension plan pension  44 915 44 315 42 869 

Occupational pension lump sum  61 320 58 917 55 656 

3a lump sum  117 955 111 188 104 885 

Revised data     

Total number of recipients  219 675 212 191 203 898 

OASI pension  95 453 92 978 90 632 

Occupational pension plan pension  43 966 43 359 41 895 
Occupational pension plan lump 
sum  

58 971 56 792 53 514 

3a lump sum  116 830 110 082 103 852 
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60   3 009     3 215     1 436     3 007     4 750     2 729     3 256     1 482     3 022     4 788   

61   2 141     2 578     1 147     2 032     3 442     2 117     2 621     1 176     2 053     3 535   

62   3 946     2 327      964     1 856     3 075     3 688     2 335      982     1 885     3 086   

63   5 048     2 235      963     1 817     2 997     4 880     2 276      984     1 850     3 039   

64   11 901     1 681      677     1 257     2 188     11 372     1 688      681     1 266     2 197   

65   14 528     2 120     1 043     1 763     2 692     14 218     2 108     1 033     1 750     2 687   

66   1 120     2 369      975     1 808     3 153     1 926     2 311     1 023     1 856     2 941   

67    465     2 042      751     1 506     2 676      473     2 124      782     1 654     2 725   

68    271     2 298      864     1 604     3 131      277     2 179      775     1 533     3 035   

69    175     2 370      537     1 288     3 175      186     2 337      584     1 393     3 163   

70    324     2 590      877     1 908     3 235      300     2 670      877     1 949     3 265   
Precise 
age un-
known (58-
70)  

   44     2 173     1 082     1 801     2 786     NA     NA     NA     NA     NA   

Gender                         

Men  

Total    25 752     2 601     1 249     2 100     3 413     25 138     2 611     1 262     2 110     3 419   

Age                      

58    482     3 375     1 581     2 597     4 306      416     3 486     1 624     2 726     4 531   

59    479     3 179     1 476     2 608     4 259      463     3 111     1 504     2 612     4 068   

60   1 969     3 936     2 390     4 250     5 091     1 770     4 003     2 417     4 308     5 130   

61   1 103     3 239     1 620     2 638     4 336     1 096     3 294     1 662     2 777     4 409   

62   1 893     3 078     1 632     2 606     3 876     1 767     3 086     1 632     2 594     3 881   

63   2 659     2 756     1 367     2 282     3 685     2 597     2 799     1 412     2 339     3 749   

64   2 895     2 762     1 465     2 284     3 437     2 744     2 784     1 496     2 311     3 497   

65   12 596     2 152     1 079     1 800     2 709     11 886     2 172     1 100     1 817     2 741   

66    805     2 599     1 115     2 006     3 377     1 525     2 424     1 119     1 959     3 034   

67    316     2 133      807     1 715     2 776      330     2 156      839     1 733     2 765   

68    198     2 545     1 014     1 836     3 503      199     2 441     1 005     1 750     3 293   

69    108     2 656      590     1 641     3 758      117     2 666      800     1 879     3 840   

70    249     2 848     1 173     2 129     3 678      228     2 939     1 177     2 138     3 864   

Women  

Total    19 101     1 570      644     1 201     2 068     18 828     1 577      647     1 209     2 079   

Age                      

58    459     1 999      897     1 609     2 534      388     2 051      928     1 735     2 664   

59    523     1 898      797     1 480     2 518      533     1 927      845     1 516     2 494   

60   1 039     1 851      818     1 467     2 509      959     1 877      830     1 492     2 551   

61   1 038     1 876      857     1 484     2 552     1 021     1 898      864     1 503     2 572   

62   2 050     1 636      663     1 252     2 181     1 921     1 644      675     1 274     2 208   

63   2 388     1 655      695     1 305     2 234     2 283     1 682      696     1 327     2 281   

64   8 999     1 333      560     1 032     1 747     8 628     1 340      565     1 044     1 762   

65   1 926     1 918      827     1 507     2 568     2 332     1 782      724     1 370     2 413   

66    315     1 780      613     1 279     2 268      401     1 885      700     1 399     2 562   

67    149     1 849      626     1 252     2 113      143     2 050      671     1 375     2 413   

68    73     1 629      484     1 176     2 332      78     1 511      398     1 166     1 985   

69    67     1 908      501     1 000     2 633      69     1 780      501      979     2 558   
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70    75     1 735      522     1 186     2 280      72     1 818      557     1 191     2 279   

Sources: NRS and STATPOP 2021  
 
 
 
Table 3 below compares the results for recipients of a new 2nd pillar pension by gender and canton of residence. Once again, there is 
little difference between the two tables. 
 

Table 3: Recipients of a new benefit from an occupational pension plan (pension funds and vested benefits institutions) and monthly 
amount per person, by gender and canton of residence, in 2021. Data before and after revision. 

    Unrevised data, 2021  Revised data, 2021  

    Number of 
persons 

Average 
(CHF)  

1st quarter 
(CHF)  

Median 
(CHF)  

3rd quar-
ter (CHF)  

Number of 
persons 

Average 
(CHF)  

1st quarter 
(CHF)  

Median 
(CHF)  

3rd quar-
ter (CHF)  

Total  

Total    44 915     2 162      918     1 701     2 841     43 966     2 168      927     1 711     2 847   

Canton of residence                    

ZH   7 641     2 400     1 027     1 920     3 189     7 431     2 404     1 028     1 924     3 193   

BE   6 018     2 103      901     1 671     2 765     5 901     2 108      906     1 680     2 770   

LU   2 175     1 847      808     1 483     2 352     2 142     1 857      822     1 490     2 354   

UR    256     1 833      772     1 336     2 363      258     1 836      770     1 336     2 349   

SZ    860     2 403      991     1 793     3 059      844     2 411      991     1 791     3 066   

OW    213     1 846      908     1 558     2 218      216     1 853      862     1 553     2 291   

NW    291     2 169      995     1 715     2 666      286     2 172     1 002     1 721     2 635   

GL    209     1 851      885     1 424     2 461      205     1 877      906     1 483     2 469   

ZG    686     2 516     1 064     1 897     3 193      669     2 502     1 048     1 903     3 123   

FR   1 952     2 103      941     1 665     2 809     1 922     2 097      948     1 666     2 806   

SO   1 729     1 976      901     1 614     2 584     1 715     1 980      909     1 624     2 603   

BS   1 032     2 245      888     1 715     3 044      997     2 252      888     1 719     3 032   

BL   1 892     2 234     1 041     1 817     2 940     1 874     2 256     1 050     1 851     2 973   

SH    573     1 965      864     1 641     2 688      562     1 968      861     1 643     2 697   

AR    309     1 902      900     1 567     2 567      307     1 917      908     1 699     2 586   

AI    78     2 567     1 073     2 363     3 652      78     2 567     1 073     2 363     3 652   

SG   2 440     1 970      886     1 563     2 588     2 407     1 979      900     1 571     2 588   

GR   1 041     1 803      846     1 429     2 394     1 027     1 836      849     1 456     2 412   

AG   3 845     2 116      962     1 720     2 726     3 782     2 122      978     1 725     2 731   

TG   1 555     1 991      853     1 578     2 626     1 526     2 013      880     1 606     2 646   

TI   1 494     1 946      770     1 501     2 781     1 470     1 947      773     1 510     2 781   

VD   3 924     2 384      898     1 810     3 083     3 756     2 395      909     1 828     3 124   

VS   1 631     1 889      848     1 563     2 481     1 655     1 927      867     1 608     2 522   

NE    905     2 097      895     1 595     2 670      879     2 098      910     1 599     2 685   

GE   1 784     2 618      979     1 989     3 649     1 676     2 636      980     2 024     3 662   

JU    381     1 595      639     1 209     2 089      381     1 622      678     1 237     2 116   

Gender                        

Men  Total    25 752     2 601     1 249     2 100     3 413     25 138     2 611     1 262     2 110     3 419   



 

BFS   2023 7 

Canton of residence                    

ZH   4 231     2 916     1 412     2 331     3 866     4 088     2 930     1 419     2 344     3 892   

BE   3 548     2 500     1 240     2 050     3 309     3 472     2 512     1 247     2 059     3 331   

LU   1 257     2 259     1 125     1 854     2 964     1 235     2 263     1 128     1 854     2 947   

UR    162     2 312     1 254     1 816     2 689      160     2 279     1 243     1 774     2 678   

SZ    527     2 927     1 406     2 224     3 845      518     2 938     1 407     2 259     3 816   

OW    118     2 334     1 411     1 917     2 715      120     2 321     1 409     1 917     2 916   

NW    177     2 592     1 327     2 044     3 235      174     2 581     1 327     2 044     3 235   

GL    130     2 246     1 115     1 786     3 071      126     2 289     1 142     1 816     3 124   

ZG    391     3 077     1 403     2 292     4 054      376     3 078     1 352     2 298     4 048   

FR   1 093     2 552     1 233     2 110     3 438     1 072     2 540     1 230     2 113     3 421   

SO   1 065     2 333     1 142     1 922     2 998     1 055     2 329     1 160     1 940     2 997   

BS    540     2 655     1 211     2 208     3 637      522     2 670     1 238     2 221     3 623   

BL   1 071     2 680     1 424     2 258     3 515     1 058     2 716     1 436     2 287     3 576   

SH    309     2 428     1 256     2 042     3 247      303     2 431     1 241     2 042     3 331   

AR    188     2 303     1 238     1 997     2 934      188     2 311     1 264     2 052     2 941   

AI    55     3 060     1 574     3 000     4 017      55     3 060     1 574     3 000     4 017   

SG   1 451     2 389     1 231     2 000     3 064     1 435     2 401     1 251     2 008     3 080   

GR    631     2 181     1 132     1 888     2 792      621     2 213     1 132     1 897     2 796   

AG   2 358     2 516     1 283     2 084     3 217     2 309     2 523     1 293     2 090     3 217   

TG    916     2 423     1 208     2 022     3 167      887     2 468     1 270     2 050     3 191   

TI    882     2 355     1 022     1 891     3 373      860     2 369     1 043     1 924     3 368   

VD   2 011     2 934     1 213     2 230     3 826     1 912     2 942     1 222     2 247     3 828   

VS    991     2 239     1 170     1 882     2 940     1 013     2 275     1 200     1 914     2 977   

NE    496     2 651     1 366     2 166     3 402      478     2 652     1 378     2 172     3 393   

GE    944     3 112     1 110     2 543     4 438      892     3 147     1 189     2 587     4 486   

JU    209     2 012     1 037     1 727     2 430      209     2 022     1 042     1 732     2 430   

Women  

Total    19 101     1 570      644     1 201     2 068     18 828     1 577      647     1 209     2 079   

Canton of residence                    

ZH   3 404     1 759      740     1 403     2 401     3 343     1 760      740     1 408     2 409   

BE   2 467     1 532      620     1 154     1 994     2 429     1 531      620     1 162     1 997   

LU    916     1 284      560     1 003     1 734      907     1 303      567     1 013     1 750   

UR    94     1 008      327      822     1 238      98     1 112      337      827     1 255   

SZ    333     1 574      645     1 166     1 917      326     1 575      640     1 162     1 869   

OW    95     1 239      580     1 007     1 561      96     1 269      585     1 009     1 569   

NW    114     1 512      604     1 110     1 861      112     1 535      611     1 145     1 865   

GL    79     1 199      607     1 004     1 627      79     1 220      612     1 037     1 700   

ZG    295     1 772      791     1 374     2 257      293     1 763      791     1 374     2 257   

FR    858     1 529      631     1 235     2 018      850     1 538      632     1 239     2 020   

SO    664     1 404      607     1 112     1 872      660     1 422      610     1 132     1 926   

BS    492     1 796      642     1 350     2 423      475     1 792      642     1 336     2 436   

BL    821     1 652      721     1 310     2 108      816     1 660      725     1 313     2 126   

SH    263     1 425      650     1 126     1 866      259     1 427      628     1 124     1 866   

AR    121     1 278      610      983     1 740      119     1 294      572      983     1 824   

AI    23     1 388      804     1 085     1 874      23     1 388      804     1 085     1 874   
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SG    985     1 351      589     1 056     1 725      972     1 355      589     1 066     1 727   

GR    410     1 220      549      985     1 685      406     1 260      566     1 003     1 685   

AG   1 483     1 483      666     1 171     1 955     1 473     1 493      669     1 174     1 958   

TG    638     1 371      541     1 034     1 825      639     1 381      547     1 054     1 865   

TI    611     1 358      550     1 030     1 807      610     1 351      549     1 016     1 805   

VD   1 906     1 806      706     1 405     2 407     1 844     1 827      716     1 423     2 432   

VS    640     1 346      548     1 027     1 748      642     1 378      564     1 076     1 801   

NE    409     1 424      617     1 118     1 862      401     1 439      617     1 129     1 870   

GE    809     2 058      790     1 643     2 717      784     2 055      772     1 642     2 718   

JU    171     1 094      474      854     1 458      172     1 136      493      878     1 524   

Sources: NRS and STATPOP 2021 
 
Table 4 below compares information before and after the revision for recipients of a new 2nd pillar pension by gender and marital status. 
Once again, the results differ only slightly.  
 
Table 4: Recipients of a new benefit from an occupational pension plan (pension funds and vested benefits institutions) and monthly 
amount per person, by gender and age, in 2021. Data before and after revision.  

 

Sources: NRS and STATPOP 2021 
 
  

    Unrevised data, in 2021  Revised data, in 2021  

    
Number 

of per-
sons 

Average 
(CHF)  

1st quarter 
(CHF)  

Median 
(CHF)  

3rd quarter  
(CHF)  

Number of 
persons 

Average 
(CHF)  

1st quarter 
(CHF)  

Median 
(CHF)  

3rd quarter 
(CHF)  

Total  

Total    44 915     2 162      918     1 701     2 841     43 966     2 168      927     1 711     2 847   
Gender                      
Men    25 752     2 601     1 249     2 100     3 413     25 138     2 611     1 262     2 110     3 419   
Women    19 101     1 570      644     1 201     2 068     18 828     1 577      647     1 209     2 079   
no information     62     1 890      774     1 647     2 560   NA  NA NA NA NA 

Marital status                       

Unmarried 
men and 
women  

Total    5 637     2 279     1 138     1 922     3 000     5 527     2 288     1 148     1 931     3 014   
Gender                      
Men    2 558     2 383     1 171     1 985     3 140     2 494     2 394     1 180     2 000     3 158   
Women    3 079     2 193     1 119     1 882     2 901     3 033     2 202     1 128     1 891     2 906   

Married  

Total    28 128     2 278      932     1 773     3 019     27 505     2 286      942     1 786     3 029   
Gender                      
Men    18 654     2 720     1 310     2 188     3 589     18 210     2 730     1 329     2 199     3 596   
Women    9 474     1 407      539     1 022     1 837     9 295     1 416      541     1 027     1 850   

Widowed  

Total    1 671     1 541      568     1 138     2 021     1 733     1 543      579     1 148     2 047   
Gender                      
Men     480     2 334     1 220     1 902     3 030      503     2 330     1 215     1 929     3 024   
Women    1 191     1 222      466      885     1 586     1 230     1 222      469      886     1 590   

Divorced  

Total    9 327     1 850      862     1 498     2 390     9 196     1 862      870     1 510     2 393   
Gender                      
Men    3 998     2 209     1 051     1 813     2 819     3 930     2 234     1 073     1 825     2 831   
Women    5 329     1 581      750     1 290     2 061     5 266     1 585      754     1 297     2 066   
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3 Revision of January 2022 

 
3.1 Explanatory notes on the revision 

 
An unscheduled revision was made of data from 2015 to 2018 on lump sum payments from the 3b pillar. The revised figures were 
published on 18 January 2022 with the NRS results of 2020. The revision was necessary due to partly incorrect amounts in the forms 
completed and submitted by the pension funds and/or private insurance companies to the Federal Tax Administration (FTA). A few 
pension funds and private insurance companies had systematically indicated incorrect or zero amounts and noted the actual sums 
paid as “comments” in the form. The relevant amounts had to be corrected and replaced by the amount indicated in the comments. In 
contrast, the results for 2019 and 2020 were correct as published, because the correction of amounts had already been taken into 
account in the annual production of the NRS figures.  

 
3.2 Impact on results 

 
Table 5 shows the impact of the revisions on the results of 2018, 2017, 2016 and 2015 
 
Table 5: Revision of January 2022, number of recipients of a lump sum from 3b pillar and amounts, 2018-2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Source: NRS, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015 
 

 

4 Brief explanation of previous versions 

 
A non-scheduled revision of the NRS was carried out in 2017 (for the years 2015 and 2016), after it was discovered that the forms had 
not been sent on time. Consequently, the number of recipients rose slightly (the average amounts, on the other hand, have remained 
unchanged). 

NPS 2018 2017 2016 2015 
Unrevised data         
Number of recipients   49 029     50 025     54 689     61 295   
Average   54 795     55 301     53 212     56 194   
1st quartile   11 707     11 686     11 419     11 245   
Median   25 804     25 373     25 000     25 036   
3rd quartile   57 748     56 530     55 673     58 304   
Revised data         
Number of recipients 48 959    49 983     54 608     61 235   
Average 54 400   53 324     53 271     56 221   
1st quartile 11 721   11 699     11 465     11 260   
Median 25 851   25 413     25 000     25 079   
3rd quartile 57 706   56 598     55 748     58 357   


