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FOREWORD

Since the founding of modern Switzer-
land, the Federal Statistical Office (FSO) 
has been tasked with providing the en-
tire population, the administration, the 
economy and also researchers with well-
founded and reliable information about 
the country. The FSO has been fulfilling 
this unique task for almost 165  years 
now – an achievement marked by a spe-
cial milestone that we are celebrating 
today : the publication of the 10 000th 
publication.

As early as 1850, still before the official 
founding of the FSO, Stefano Franscini, 
one of the first Federal Councillors, car-
ried out the first population census in 
Switzerland within the Federal Depart-
ment of Home Affairs. This marked the 
beginning of a long tradition of data 
collection and information dissemina-
tion that has continued to develop ever 
since. The way in which this informa-
tion is processed and published has 
changed dramatically over the decades 
in terms of technology – from printed re-
ports to digital, interactive formats that 
meet today's accessibility and topicality 
requirements. However, the topics and 
contents covered by the FSO have also 
grown substantially.

The history of the FSO is marked by 
important milestones. These include, 
for example, the Federal Statistics 
Act of 1992, which created the cur-
rent legal framework for our activities, 

and accession to the European Statistical 
System in 2007  as part of the Bilateral 
Agreements II. Such events have had a 
lasting impact on the work of the FSO and 
help to ensure that we fulfill our tasks in ac-
cordance with international standards and 
requirements, such as those of the UN.

In this brochure, we have selected 
10  publications and 10  events from our 
history that are representative of the de-
velopment of the FSO and its publications, 
as well as Swiss statistics in general. They 
show the diversity and importance of the 
topics we cover in our work.

While we look back, we also keep a firm 
eye on the future. The new fields of data 
management and data science, but also 
international networking, will play an in-
creasingly central role for us, so that data 
can increasingly be also compared outside 
of statistics.

With this brochure, we invite you to take 
an entertaining journey through the history 
of Swiss statistics and the FSO. Shape the 
future together with us!

	 Georges-Simon Ulrich
	 FSO Director
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1860 
MILESTONE

Establishment of a Federal  
Statistical Office



9After the statistical surveys introduced 
by Stefano Franscini (above all the first 
federal population censuses) had ini-
tially been carried out directly by the 
Federal Department of Home Affairs 
for over 10  years, the Federal Council 
finally decided to give the increasingly 
extensive tasks to a federal office and to 
network them nationally with other ac-
tivities. This was the birth of the present 
Federal Statistical Office – then known 
as the Federal Statistical Bureau – on 
21.01.1860. The 'Federal Law on the 
Establishment of a Federal Statistical 
Bureau' served as the legal basis for the 
establishment of the Bureau, which had 
as one of its main tasks the provision of 
complete statistics for Switzerland, as 
well as the publication of periodicals and 
monographs according to a programme 
to be set annually by the Federal Council.

Stefano Franscini 
Founder of Swiss statistics, Federal 
Councillor and Head of the Federal 

Department of Home Affairs
(1848–1857)
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1862 
PUBLICATION

No. 1 – Population. Federal census  
of 10 December 1860



11In July 1862, two years after the Federal 
Statistical Office was founded, the new 
office's first publication appeared in Ger-
man and French. It is still one of the most 
comprehensive statistical publications 
to date. At no fewer than 453 pages (and 
that was just for one language version), 
it reported in detail on the results of the 
second federal population census of 
10 December 1860 and provided (as it 
still does today) information on popula-
tion numbers and structures, languages 
and religions in Switzerland, broken 
down by commune, district and canton. 
The publication appeared in record time 
and without any information technology 
tools, not even a year and a half after the 
census. In addition, each table indicates 
the increases and decreases compared 
to the first census of 1850.
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1870 
MILESTONE

Federal Act of 23 July 1870 on Official 
Statistical Surveys in Switzerland



13During the 19th century, official sta-
tistics gained increasing importance, 
both for the administration and society, 
as an important basis for decision-mak-
ing and discourse. This is documented, 
among other things, by the introduc-
tion of regular nationwide censuses, 
the establishment of a Federal Statistical 
Office, and the academic development 
and international exchange of statistical 
science and its methods. In response to 
these numerous developments, the Fed-
eral Assembly passed the first ‘Federal 
Act on Official Statistical Measures in 
Switzerland’ in 1870, which provided a 
first  – albeit brief – framework for official 
statistics in Switzerland. The law, which 
is limited to five modest articles and 
concentrates on organisational issues, 
regulates the distribution of responsibil-
ities and costs at the federal level, as well 
as between the federal government and 
the cantons. However, the large number 
of responsibilities also results in organi-
sational fragmentation and uncertainties 
regarding the scope of the law. The law 
was to be in force for 120 years.
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1894 
PUBLICATION

No. 100 – Statistical Yearbook  
of Switzerland 1894



15The 100th publication of the Federal 
Statistical Office was the Statistical Year-
book 1894. The series, which was al-
ready in its fourth edition, was founded 
in 1891 by the long-standing director 
Louis Guillaume shortly after he took 
office, with wise foresight. It was already 
the flagship publication of Swiss statis-
tics at the time. To this day, the Statisti-
cal Yearbook is published in close sales 
cooperation with a private publisher, 
and appears punctually in bookstores 
every year. It is the only work to provide 
a complete overview of all topics cov-
ered by federal statistics – in 2024 in its 
130th edition. The significance of such a 
work – as L. Guillaume recognised early 
on – is not only derived from its timeli-
ness. Each individual edition is in itself a 
collection of important facts in the year 
of publication, a 'thematic annual report' 
from the FSO. But it is only over time, 
with its long and uninterrupted series 
of tables and graphics, independently 
compiled using the same methodology, 
that the Statistical Yearbook unfolds its 
full impact. Over 130 years, it has be-
come a fact-based and unique chroni-
cle of the state, economy and society in 
Switzerland.
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1914 
PUBLICATION

No. 191 – Graphical Statistical Atlas  
of Switzerland 1914



17A picture is worth a thousand words – 
a diagram, a thousand figures. As official 
statistics were becoming established 
and more professional in the second 
half of the 19th century, the principles 
and methods of data visualation still 
used today were being developed. 
They  were greatly inspired and sup-
ported by the advances in official statis-
tistics. Louis Guillaume recognised very 
early on the usefulness of visualisations 
in communicating statistical results to 
a broad cross-section of the population. 
From the outset of his time as director of 
the Federal Statistical Office, he worked 
to ensure that visualisations in the form 
of coloured diagrams and maps were 
included in the yearbooks and publi-
cations – or that they were exhibited at 
national exhibitions, at congresses or in 
the Federal Palace. After the success 
of the first small 'Graphical Statistical 
Atlas of Switzerland' in 1897, he contin-
ued to advocate for the publication of a 
comprehensive atlas until the end of his 
term in office. The atlas was published 
in 1914 as the office's 191st publication 
for the national exhibition in Geneva. 
L. Guillaume headed the office for over 
25 years until 1914, when he submitted 
his resignation at the age of 82

Louis Guillaume 
FSO Director
1889–1914
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1966 
PUBLICATION

No. 1000 – Gymnastics test  
during recruitment



19The 1000th publication was dedicated 
to a statistical topic that seems rather 
strange from today's perspective, but 
which played a major role in the Federal 
Office's surveys from its foundation in 
1860 until well into the second half of 
the 20th century : the annual federal 
military recruitment exams. These sta-
tistics not only showed different sport-
ing results and aptitude for military 
service, but also a (albeit limited to the 
male population) reflection of the state 
of health and health-related behaviour 
of the Swiss population – and this, with 
widely differing results, regionally dif-
ferentiated by canton. The publication 
also shows the technical development 
towards more and more mixed bilingual 
publications, which are typical of the 
1960s to 1990s.
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1974 
PUBLICATION

No. 1256 – Statistical Data  
on Switzerland 1973



21The 1256th publication by the FSO, 
which appeared in 1974, introduced a 
revolutionary new publication format 
that is now taken for granted. If it had 
not existed, it would have had to be 
invented immediately. With little text, 
no completeness of content, almost 
no footnotes and methodological ex-
planations, the new 'Pocket Statistics 
of Switzerland' provides the key fig-
ures from the FSO's large statistical 
programme for a completely new user 
group that has little affinity for statistics 
and does not have the time to delve into 
long text publications. The fact that this 
concept is successful is proven by the 
high number of copies which is is dis-
tributed every year. Little has changed 
in that regard – except that today, in 
addition to figures and tables, pocket 
statistics mainly rely on (simple) visual-
isations – Louis Guillaume would have 
been pleased.
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1979 
MILESTONE

Renaming of the Federal Statistical  
Bureau as the «Federal Statistical Office»



23In its early years, the Federal Statisti-
cal Office changed departments sev-
eral times. On 18  December  1929, 
the Federal Council decided to separate 
the Federal Statistical Office from the 
Finance Department and, as at its foun-
dation, to reassign it to the Department 
of Home Affairs. This assignment has 
continued to this day and has proven 
to be successful for the office's perfor-
mance of tasks. 50 years after this step, 
on 1 January 1979, the Federal Statis-
tical Bureau was renamed the 'Federal 
Statistical Office', which is the name it 
still bears today.

BFS main building at Schwarztorstrasse 96 in Bern (until 1998).
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1992 
MILESTONE

The Federal Statistics Act (BStatG)  
of 9 October 1992



25The Federal Statistics Act of 9 October 
1992 is a real milestone in Swiss sta-
tistics. After more than 120 (!) years, 
it replaced the brief Act on the Statis-
tical Recording of the Confederation of 
23 July 1870. It thus finally laid a mod-
ern, independent and comprehensive 
foundation for Swiss statistics. Even be-
fore the end of the 20th century, the of-
ficial statistics of the Confederation had 
to face major challenges. The constantly 
growing need for information on the 
part of the state, the economy, research 
and also broad sections of the popula-
tion required and requires the targeted 
and rapid provision of qualitatively good 
data and information, which were not 
fully covered by the old law. In addition, 
the movement towards European inte-
gration of statistics demanded a much 
stronger international comparability of 
statistical information from Switzerland. 
Switzerland's official statistics have be-
come what they are today not only be-
cause of the Federal Statistics Act, but 
also thanks to an increased international 
networking.

Carlo Malaguerra 
FSO Director from  

1987 to 2001
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1996 
PUBLICATION

No. 2565 – FSO's website  
(www.bfs.admin.ch) and online 
database (STATWEB)

1996–2004 2005–2007

2017–2023 2024

2007–2008

2008–2016

http://www.bfs.admin.ch


27In 1996, the time had finally come! 
In the publications catalogue, we arrived 
at number 2565 when a completely 
new publication channel was set up that 
has now become indispensable. As one 
of the first larger offices of the federal ad-
ministration, the Federal Statistical Office 
went online on 1 April 1996 and imme-
diately began distributing its information 
not only via traditional distribution chan-
nels, but primarily via the World Wide 
Web. The first website was still largely 
homespun (but also less expensive to 
maintain) and mainly contained links 
to a few selected surveys, publications 
and services. This has changed over the 
years. The FSO website has been tech-
nically and editorially redesigned and 
modernised a total of six times so far. 
Today, www.statistics.admin.ch consists 
of over 10 000 individual pages full of in-
formation in up to four languages and 
is accessed more than 17 million times 
each year.

FSO's online database STATWEB (1997).

Swiss Stats Explorer (2024).

http://www.statistics.admin.ch
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1998 
MILESTONE

The Federal Statistical Office moves 
from Bern to Neuchâtel



29Due to the increasing demand for new 
and improved public statistics and the 
resulting increase in its tasks in the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, the Federal 
Statistical Office had seen a significant 
increase in staff numbers. Limited space 
and the growth of other federal offices 
at the same time meant that in the 
1990s, in addition to its headquarters 
at Schwarztorstrasse 96, the FSO was 
spread across federal buildings at ten 
locations within the commune of Bern 
and was mostly housed in rented prop-
erties. The Federal Council wished to 
remedy this situation. A new building 
in Neuchâtel was to meet the expected 
increase in personnel and infrastruc-
ture needs in the wake of the then new 
Federal Statistics Act of 1992 and solve 
the previously unsatisfactory space sit-
uation in Bern.

On 29  April 1994, the construction site 
of the new FSO building welcomed po-
litical figures for the laying of the foun-
dation stone, sealed by Federal President 
Otto Stich.
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2003 
PUBLICATION

No. 3686 – Statistical Yearbook  
of Switzerland 2003 with CD-ROM  
and interactive atlas
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31In 2003, the Statistical Yearbook, which 
has been published since 1891, was 
the first of the FSO's publications to 
introduce a major innovation in terms 
of format. The 110th edition of the Sta-
tistical Yearbook (publication no. 3686) 
contained for the first time a CD-ROM 
supplement, which included a complete 
glossary and the electronic version of 
the yearbook and its tables, as well as a 
new Statistical Atlas of Switzerland. This 
form of cartographic data visualisation 
follows on from the FSO's long tradition 
of publishing printed atlases since 1897. 
For the first time, it provided an interac-
tive overview of regional statistical data 
for many topics, including more than 
100 thematic maps, which were easily 
accessible and consumable for a wide 
audience. In the 2003 election year, 
the edition understandably focused 
on the 1991, 1995 and 1999 National 
Council elections. Since then, the inter-
active atlas has been updated annually 
together with the yearbook – and since 
2009 it has also been available as a 
permanent online atlas on the internet : 
www.statatlas.ch. In 2011 (also a ‘first’ 
for the yearbook), the atlas was also 
published as the first FSO app, available 
for iPads.

2011

http://www.statatlas.ch
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2007 
MILESTONE

The bilateral statistics agreement  
with the EU comes into force



33In view of its close and diverse ties with 
the EU, Switzerland pursues an inter-
est-based policy towards the European 
Union that is based on a series of bi-
lateral agreements in clearly defined 
areas. On 1 January 2007, the Bilateral 
II agreement on statistics came into 
force. This has enabled Switzerland to 
collaborate even more closely with the 
countries of the European Union in the 
field of official statistics. The visibility of 
Swiss information in the publications 
of Eurostat, the EU's statistical office, 
is thus guaranteed. Today, Switzerland 
is an active member of the European 
Statistical System (ESS) and benefits 
from the transfer of knowledge in all 
thematic areas from the various working 
groups. It also regularly revises Appen-
dix A of the agreement, which describes 
which data and statistics are delivered 
to Eurostat. The next revision is due in 
2025. In addition, Switzerland, together 
with Eurostat, will organise the DGINS, 
the conference of directors-general, 
in October 2026. 
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2010 
MILESTONE

New census law of 22 June 2007  
and the new census since 2010



35The new Federal Act on the Population 
Census of 22 June 2007 forms the basis 
for a modern, integrated and highly re-
garded Statistical System in Switzerland, 
with which the structure and develop-
ment of the population and households 
can be permanently monitored. From 
the reference date of 31 December 2010 
onwards, Switzerland no longer conduct 
a full census every ten years, but instead 
successfully carries out a population 
census every year as a register-based 
census with additional sample surveys. 
This means that the population is signif-
icantly less burdened by the survey than 
in the past, while at the same time cre-
ating a more complete and continuously 
updated picture of Switzerland with im-
portant social information. At the same 
time, it is investing in the up-to-dateness 
and harmonisation of the population 
registers and the federal building and 
housing register, from which the data 
originates.

Neuchâtel 2016

01
Population

Portrait de la Suisse
Résultats tirés des recensements de la population 2010–2014

1646-1400
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2010 
PUBLICATION

No. 5840 – Police Crime Statistics (PCS). 
2009 Annual Report

34 

3.1.4 Infractions de violence selon l’instrument 

3.1.4.1 Homicides 

 

Figure 12: Homicides (art. 111 – 116) selon l’instrument 

 
3.1.4.2 Lésions corporelles graves 

 

Figure 13: Lésions corporelles graves (art. 122) selon l’instrument 

48 

3.7 Vol de véhicule 

3.7.1 Vol de véhicule: répartition selon le type de véhicule 

 

 

Figure 23: Vol de véhicule: répartition selon le type de véhicule 

 
 

3.7.2 Vol de véhicule: élucidations des infractions 

 
Vol de véhicule: élucidations des infractions 

 2009 
 Infractions Élucidations

Véhicules lourds 255 31,8%
Automobiles 2 624 33,4%
Motos 3 222 10,3%
Mobylettes 3 014 10,1%
Bicyclettes 47 268 2,9%
Autres véhicules 410 9,3%
Total vol de véhicules 56 793 5,3%

© 2010 OFS 
Tableau 21: Vol de véhicule: élucidations des infractions 
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3.8.4 Loi sur les stupéfiants: prévenus 

3.8.4.1 Consommation selon la catégorie d’âge et la nationalité des prévenus 

En 2009, 32’818 prévenus de consommation de substances illégales ont été enregistrés. Pour 4 per-
sonnes, il manque des indications plus précises.  

Loi sur les stupéfiants: consommation selon la catégorie d’âge et la nationalité des prévenus 

     
 Total 10-14 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

Suisses 17 404 305 2 784 2 640 4 347 2 549 2 856 1 585 308 29
Étrangers 11 435 94 738 1 203 3 006 2 521 2 817 929 117 8

résidents 6 183 81 472 594 1 430 1 279 1 612 628 80 7
asile 1 168 5 112 205 373 237 190 43 2 1
autres 4 084 8 154 404 1 203 1 005 1 015 258 35 0

Suissesses 2 964 66 489 370 626 391 526 403 88 5
Étrangères 1 014 11 104 90 231 195 231 141 10 1

résidentes 649 8 86 49 118 115 159 105 8 1
asile 32 2 5 5 9 1 7 3 0 0
autres 333 1 13 36 104 79 65 33 2 0

© 2010 OFS 
Tableau 23: LStup: consommation selon la catégorie d’âge et la nationalité des prévenus 

 

3.8.4.2 Trafic selon la catégorie d’âge et la nationalité des prévenus 

En 2009, 6547 prévenus de trafic de substances illégales ont été enregistrés. Pour 4 personnes il 
manque des indications plus précises.  

Loi sur les stupéfiants: trafic selon la catégorie d’âge et la nationalité des prévenus 

     
 Total 10-14 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

Suisses 2 264 46 256 250 438 331 455 363 103 22
Étrangers 3 620 20 190 411 983 837 826 287 56 9

résidents 1 241 13 57 67 238 283 394 154 32 3
asile 848 5 83 199 279 179 85 17 1 0
autres 1 531 2 50 145 466 375 347 116 23 6

Suissesses 404 5 21 38 66 65 82 95 28 3
Étrangères 258 1 4 14 46 54 74 51 10 1

résidentes 160 0 4 6 23 33 49 38 6 1
asile 13 1 0 1 5 2 2 2 0 0
autres 85 0 0 7 18 19 23 11 4 0

© 2010 OFS 
Tableau 24: LStup: trafic selon la catégorie d’âge et la nationalité des prévenus 



37The '2009  Annual Report on Police 
Crime Statistics' – FSO's publication 
no.  5840 – was the result of a funda-
mental revision of the statistics (PCS). 
It presents all crimes recorded by the 
police for the first time for the whole 
of Switzerland. The high level of detail 
of the information recorded makes it 
possible to identify crimes, victims and 
suspects (including information on age, 
gender and nationality). Depending on 
the crime, details such as the means 
used to commit the crime or the lo-
cation are also available. Numerous 
graphical representations (e. g. of the 
cantonal frequency figures) complete 
the overview of police-recorded crime 
in Switzerland.

What the reader does not see at first 
glance and does not need to know, be-
cause it is only mentioned in a short dis-
claimer in the imprint : this annual report 
also represents a publishing novelty. 
This is because it was produced within 
a few hours in a completely automated 
process from a database containing the 
statistical data, all text modules and cor-
responding parameters. And this was 
done simultaneously with 26 identically 
structured cantonal reports – so a total 
of 27 reports in 3 languages. As a result, 
it took less than 4 weeks from data col-
lection and processing to publication of 
the report.

Neuchâtel, 2010

Statistique policière de la criminalité (SPC)
Rapport annuel 2009

KONFERENZ DER KANTONALEN JUSTIZ- UND POLIZEIDIREKTORINNEN UND -DIREKTOREN

CONFERENCE DES DIRECTRICES ET DIRECTEURS DES DEPARTEMENTS CANTONAUX DE JUSTICE ET POLICE

CONFERENZA DEI DIRECTRICE ET DIRETTORI DEI DIPARTIMENTI DI GIUSTIZIA E POLIZIA

KONFERENZ DER KANTONALEN JUSTIZ- UND POLIZEIDIREKTORINNEN UND -DIREKTOREN

CONFERENCE DES DIRECTRICES ET DIRECTEURS DES DEPARTEMENTS CANTONAUX DE JUSTICE ET POLICE

CONFERENZA DEI DIRECTRICE ET DIRETTORI DEI DIPARTIMENTI DI GIUSTIZIA E POLIZIA

19
Criminalité et droit pénal

1117-0900           
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2014 
MILESTONE

Adoption of the UN General Assembly 
resolution on the Fundamental Principles



39On 29  January 2014, the UN General 
Assembly adopted the resolution on the 
UN Fundamental Principles for Official 
Statistics. The ten fundamental princi-
ples of official statistics were adopted in 
1992 by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe to provide 
guidelines for the reconstruction of the 
statistical systems of Eastern European 
countries after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. Approved by the United Nations 
Statistical Commission in 1994, they 
are a code of conduct and a universal 
standard for the field of statistics. These 
principles serve as both an essential link 
and a clear break between statistics and 
the formulation of political action. They 
ensure that official statistics are used to 
fuel democratic debate and bring a real 
added value for modern society. At the 
international level, they serve as a fun-
damental reference for defining codes 
of conduct.
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2016 
PUBLICATION

No. 7520 – Federal Statistical Program 
2016–2019 (DigiPub)



41Five years after the first FSO app, the 
7520th publication heralds the next in-
novation in publication formats: «Mobile 
overtakes desktop, tablets are booming.» 
– there was no end to reports like this at 
the beginning of the last decade, and 
they all point to one thing: since every-
one started using smartphones, there 
has been a very dynamic movement in 
the publishing market. And this move-
ment does not stop at the traditional 
world of print, which has long since 
become a world of PDFs and is now 
putting the spotlight on digital publish-
ing. After two test publications, the first 
DigiPub from the FSO was published in 
2016 with a high degree of automation 
based on ubiquitous web technology. 
Responsive, dynamic and open source, 
it allows for easy consumption of FSO 
publications on smartphones, tablets 
and in web browsers. 
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43Since 1860, the FSO and its employees 
have been demonstrating commitment 
and constant development on a daily 
basis. A milestone of this consistent 
transformation can be seen in 2021: 
in  addition to its core statistical busi-
ness, the Swiss Federal Council has of-
ficially commissioned the FSO also with 
the tasks of Data management and 
Data science for the Confederation.

Every day, vast amounts of data from 
various sources are generated that can 
be used for the production of official 
statistics. This requires new methods 
and tools. Thanks to its many years of 
experience in handling data and the 
interaction between the three fields of 
activity, statistics, data management 
and data science, the FSO is constantly 
developing its offers and services.

–	�2019: Federal Council mandate for 
national data management

–	�2020: Federal Council decision to set 
up a data science centre of expertise 
at the FSO

–	�2021: Federal Council mandate for a 
competence network for artificial in-
telligence (CNAI)
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45The 55th session of the UN Statistical 
Commission opened on 27  February 
2024 with the election of the Bureau. 
The Director-General of the Federal 
Statistical Office (FSO), Georges-Simon 
Ulrich, was elected Chair of the Statisti-
cal Commission for a period of one year. 
It is assumed that Switzerland will also 
hold the presidency in 2025. The Bureau 
moderates the discussions of the Com-
mission and is responsible for reporting 
the results. The Statistical Commission, 
founded in 1947, is the supreme body 
of the International Statistical System. 
It consists currently of 24  member 
states of the United Nations and brings 
together the chief statisticians from 
around the world (from 2028: 54 new 
members). 

Its role is to promote the further devel-
opment of statistics at the national level, 
to improve their comparability and to 
provide opinions to the various bodies 
of the United Nations on issues related 
to the interpretation and publication of 
statistical data. Without the Statistics 
Commission and the increasingly im-
portant international networking and 
co-operation, official statistics and many 
data in Switzerland would not exist in 
their present form.

Georges-Simon Ulrich 
FSO Director from  
2013 until today
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People change the environment by using natural resources and 
generating waste and other emissions. On the other hand, environ-
mental conditions also have an effect on people and can prompt 
them to respond to certain circumstances.

1 Use of natural resources
  

Since 1990, gross energy consumption has  increased by 0.7% and 
stood at 1 024 990 terajoules in 2023. Of this, 25.4% came from 
 renewable sources (1990: 14.7%). 
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¹ modelling estimates, 2022: provisional

Data as on: 04.07.2024 gr-e-02.04.10.03.16-ind
Source: FSO – Environmental accounting © FSO 2024
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¹ NOX comprises NO and NO2. Emission values are given in NO2.

Data as on: 12.06.2024 gr-e-02.03.02.01.01-ind
Source:  FOEN – EMIS © FSO 2024 In 2022, 674 kg of municipal waste was generated per person. 52% 

of this was separately collected and recycled.

The pollution of rivers and lakes
by nitrate and phosphorus has 
 declined in recent decades. 
Elevated concentrations are still 
measured mainly in agricultural 
 areas. Active substances contained 
in pesticides exceed the limit value 

of the Waters Protection Ordinance at 1 to 2% of the groundwater
measuring stations. 

Endangered animals and plants (Red lists)

Status 1994 to 2024, depending on the species group

lost or extinct endangered potentially endangered not endangered

mammals (95% of the 85 species)¹
breeding birds (100%, 205)

reptiles (100%, 16)
amphibians (100%, 19)

molluscs (92%, 270)

insects (98%, 2892)
vascular plants (96%, 2712)

mosses (97%, 1148)
macro-algae (92%, 25)

lichens (91%, 786)
higher fungi (60%, 4960)
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¹ Reading aid: The endangerment status was assessed for 95% of the 85 mammal

Data as on: 12.06.2024 gr-e-02.03.03.10.01-ind
Source:  FOEN © FSO 2024

75%25%

The consumption of drinking water in Switzerland 
has decreased by 20% since 1990. In 2022, 
931 million cubic metres of drinking water were 
produced, which corresponds to 289 litres 
per person per day (excluding own supply from 
 commerce, industry and agriculture). 
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allotments)
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In 2022, Switzerland’s material footprint was around 16 tonnes per 
person. 40% of the raw materials were extracted in Switzerland.
  

3 Environmental situation

Mean annual temperature in Switzerland
Deviation from the long-term mean (1961 to 1990)
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Within 33 years, settlement and urban areas have grown by 31% or 
776 km2, mainly at the expense of agricultural areas.
  

In 2023, around 4% of utilised agricultural area 
and 16% of arable and perennial crop areas benefited 
from pollination by insects.
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Emissions of most air pollutants in Switzerland have decreased since 
the 1990s.

Greenhouse gas footprint
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In 2021, Switzerland’s greenhouse gas footprint was 12.8 tonnes 
of CO2 equivalents per person, 67% of which was emitted abroad 
(2000: 62%).

Over the last ten years, the nitrogen surplus of agricultural 
areas has averaged 97 000 tonnes, and the phosphorus 
surplus 5500 tonnes per year.

Municipal waste
Million tonnes
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² Total comprising compost, paper and cardboard, glass, tin, aluminium, PET, textiles,
batteries (since 1993), electrical and electronic devices (since 2001)

Data as on: 22.02.2024 gr-e-02.03.02.09.01-ind
Source: FOEN © FSO 2024

The eight highest annual mean temperatures since the start of 
measurements in 1864 were all registered after 2010. 2022 was the 
warmest year to date.
  

According to the red list, 35% of plant, fungus and animal species in 
Switzerland are classified as endangered, missing or extinct.

In 2023, 86% of the population assessed the quality of the 
 environment in Switzerland as very 
good or quite good. Only 18% of the 
Swiss  population considered 
 environmental quality 
 worldwide to be very good 
or quite good.
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Within 33 years, settlement and urban areas have grown by 31% or 
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In 2023, around 4% of utilised agricultural area 
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In 2021, Switzerland’s greenhouse gas footprint was 12.8 tonnes 
of CO2 equivalents per person, 67% of which was emitted abroad 
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areas has averaged 97 000 tonnes, and the phosphorus 
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In 2023, around 4% of utilised agricultural area 
and 16% of arable and perennial crop areas benefited 
from pollination by insects.
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In 2021, Switzerland’s greenhouse gas footprint was 12.8 tonnes 
of CO2 equivalents per person, 67% of which was emitted abroad 
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Over the last ten years, the nitrogen surplus of agricultural 
areas has averaged 97 000 tonnes, and the phosphorus 
surplus 5500 tonnes per year.
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The eight highest annual mean temperatures since the start of 
measurements in 1864 were all registered after 2010. 2022 was the 
warmest year to date.
  

According to the red list, 35% of plant, fungus and animal species in 
Switzerland are classified as endangered, missing or extinct.

In 2023, 86% of the population assessed the quality of the 
 environment in Switzerland as very 
good or quite good. Only 18% of the 
Swiss  population considered 
 environmental quality 
 worldwide to be very good 
or quite good.
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4 Effects on society

Damage caused by natural events
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In 2023, 36% of the population said they were very or rather disturbed 
by traffic noise at home, 39% by air pollution surrounding the house 
and 25% by radiation from high-voltage power lines or mobile phone 
antennas.

Between 2000 and 2022, employment in the 
environment sector more than doubled. In 2022, 
there were 167 700 full-time equivalents, 
which represented 4% of total employment 
(2000: 2.3%).
  

7% of the country’s territory are areas of 
 national importance, which primarily benefit 
the protection of species and habitats. 

Consumption of organic products

Share of private household expenditure on products with an organic label out
of the total expenditure for food and drink
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In 2021, around 12.3% of private household’s total expenditure on 
food and drink was spent on organic products.

Circular economy:
In 2022, 13.5% of material 
 consumption came 
from  recycled waste 
(2000: 8.2%).

From 1972 to 2023, damage caused by natural events (floods,  debris 
flows, landslides and rockfall) totalled CHF 15.9 billion. 

CHF billion
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External costs are not borne by those responsible but mostly by the 
general public. In transport, these types of costs are usually incurred 
in the environmental and health sectors. 

Perception of environmental conditions in the place 
of residence
Share of population
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air pollution surrounding the place of domicile
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the place of domicile

satisfaction with the landscape surrounding the place of residence

Change of method from 2019
Data as on: 01.02.2024 gr-e-02.03.04.05.01-ind
Source:  FSO – Omnibus surveys 2011, 2015, 2019 & 2023 © FSO 2024
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5 Reactions from society

Environmentally related taxes revenue
CHF billion, at current prices
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In 2023, revenue from environmental taxes amounted to CHF 10 bil-
lion. Its share of the total revenue from taxes and social  contributions 
stood at 4.8% in 2022.  
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4 Effects on society

Damage caused by natural events
¹
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Source:  WSL © FSO 2024

In 2023, 36% of the population said they were very or rather disturbed 
by traffic noise at home, 39% by air pollution surrounding the house 
and 25% by radiation from high-voltage power lines or mobile phone 
antennas.

Between 2000 and 2022, employment in the 
environment sector more than doubled. In 2022, 
there were 167 700 full-time equivalents, 
which represented 4% of total employment 
(2000: 2.3%).
  

7% of the country’s territory are areas of 
 national importance, which primarily benefit 
the protection of species and habitats. 

Consumption of organic products

Share of private household expenditure on products with an organic label out
of the total expenditure for food and drink
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Data as on: 26.09.2024 gr-e-02.03.05.08.01-ind
Source:  FSO – HBS © FSO 2024

In 2021, around 12.3% of private household’s total expenditure on 
food and drink was spent on organic products.

Circular economy:
In 2022, 13.5% of material 
 consumption came 
from  recycled waste 
(2000: 8.2%).

From 1972 to 2023, damage caused by natural events (floods,  debris 
flows, landslides and rockfall) totalled CHF 15.9 billion. 

CHF billion
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 passenger transport    goods transport 
 

 passenger and goods transport 

Switzerland to destinations abroad and vice versa

Data as on: 22.02.2024 gr-e-02.03.04.02.01-ind
Source: FSO; ARE © FSO 2024
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External costs are not borne by those responsible but mostly by the 
general public. In transport, these types of costs are usually incurred 
in the environmental and health sectors. 

Perception of environmental conditions in the place 
of residence
Share of population

traffic noise at home when windows opened

air pollution surrounding the place of domicile

radiation from mobile phone antennas or highvoltage power lines surrounding 
the place of domicile

satisfaction with the landscape surrounding the place of residence

Change of method from 2019
Data as on: 01.02.2024 gr-e-02.03.04.05.01-ind
Source:  FSO – Omnibus surveys 2011, 2015, 2019 & 2023 © FSO 2024
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5 Reactions from society

Environmentally related taxes revenue
CHF billion, at current prices
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Source: FSO – Environmental accounting © FSO 2024

In 2023, revenue from environmental taxes amounted to CHF 10 bil-
lion. Its share of the total revenue from taxes and social  contributions 
stood at 4.8% in 2022.  
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The time has come! On 26 Septem-
ber 2024, around 162  years after the 
first publication, the Federal Statistical 
Office publishes its 10 000th publi-
cation. The 2024  edition of the 'Envi-
ronmental Pocket Statistics' provides 
a statistical overview over 10  concise 
and colourful pages of how humans 
are changing the environment by us-
ing natural resources and generating 
waste and other emissions. Conversely, 
environmental conditions have an im-
pact on humans and can cause them 
to react to certain circumstances. The 
pocket statistics are a prime example 
of contemporary publishing in 2024: it 
mainly uses visual elements (in addition 
to diagrams and maps, small infogra
phics) and figures. It is published simul-
taneously in digital form as a PDF and 
as an interactive DigiPub, and it can be 
ordered as a print version as needed 
from the FSO via the print-on-demand 
service. The data on which it is based 
can be found on the FSO website and in 
the corresponding data cubes, as well 
as on the federal government's Open 
Government Data platform.
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