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1 Introduction 

The STAT-TAB interactive database received a complete overhaul in 2023 and now features a 
modernised frontend built on .NET technology, new search capabilities and multilingual display options. 
 
The homepage has been entirely revamped, with a fresh concept that incorporates a facet search. The 
facet search allows you to filter the collection of cubes by various criteria (theme, variable, source or 
year). Activating the filter limits the search results and displays only those matching the search criteria. 
The complete list of cubes can also be sorted by date (last updated) or alphabetically by title. 
 
Another new feature is the possibility to change language (where available) at each stage right up to 
the final table. 
 

2 Select cubes by facet search or keyword search 

If no filter is applied, STAT-TAB lists all the cubes available in the database in the chosen language. 
This complete list of cubes can also be sorted by date (last updated) or alphabetically by title. 
 

2.1 STAT-TAB facet search 
The facet search allows you to filter the collection of cubes by various criteria (=facets) listed in the 
navigation pane on the left. Activating a filter limits the search results and displays only those matching 
the search criteria. 
 
The facet search criteria are: 
 

- Topic (select one): 
These match the official subject areas for Swiss public statistics:  
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics.html  

 

 
 

- Variable (multiple choice): 
This is the list of variables available for the cubes listed on the page. Depending on your choice 
of variables, the number of results in this list rises or falls. Click "More..." for the full list. 
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- Year (multiple choice): 
This is the list of variables available for the cubes listed on the page. Depending on your choice 
of variables, the number of results in this list rises or falls. Click "More..." for the full list. 
 

 
 

- Source (select one): 
This is a list of the surveys, censuses, registers and other sources from which the data contained 
in the cubes listed on the page is derived. Click "More..." for the full list. 
 
 

 
 

The facet search criteria narrow the query to help you locate specific statistical data within a smaller 
subset of cubes. You can narrow the search results further by doing a keyword search. 
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2.2 Keyword search 
 
Another way to search for statistical data among the many cubes listed on the STAT-TAB homepage is 
by keyword. 
 

 
 
For example, if you write ‘sy’, a selection of keywords will appear in a drop-down list. Select an 
appropriate keyword. 
 

 
 
Click on the magnifying glass to start the search or enter another keyword (this only searches cubes 
also containing the previous keyword). 
 

 
 
Once you activate the filter, a list of cubes with the keyword(s) will be displayed. 
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The two types of searches can be combined to narrow down the list of cubes in the search results. 
Important: Doing first a keyword search and then adding faceted search criteria will not be effective. To 
do a faceted search, restart your search using the facet search criteria () and then refine it using the 
keyword search (). 
 

 
 
 

3 Selecting or downloading cubes 

When you apply a filter, a list of cubes that match the query is displayed. A title and two icons is displayed 
for each cube. 
 

 
 
To open the cube, click on the title or on the STAT-TAB icon. This allows you to display some or all of 
the variables available in the cube. The advantage of this action is that it provides multiple options for 
presenting the results, as well as a variety of export formats. 
 
Cube data can also be downloaded in PC Axis (PX) format using the 'px' icon. The PX-Win software is 
the desktop version of the same tabulation tool. 
It is available at: https://www.scb.se/en/services/statistical-programs-for-px-files/install-px-win/  
 
PX-Win lets you view the cube and do searches in much the same way as STAT-TAB. A user guide can 
be found in the PX-Win ‘Help’ menu. 

 

  
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Clicking on the STAT-TAB title or icon will display the different variables and values for the cube. 
 

 
 
 
Create a custom table by selecting your desired values per variable. 
 

- Select one or several values from the list (by holding down the Ctrl or Shift key). 
- For variables marked with an asterisk, it is necessary to select at least one value. 

 
To search for a term or number in a variable, type the first few letters (or numbers) in the "Search" box 
and click the magnifying glass icon. There is also a 'start typing’ function that allows you to search by 
typing the first few letters of a term. Finally, if you launch a second search without resetting the filters, 
the values you select will be added to those selected of the previous search. 
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'Hierarchical' variables contain values at multiple levels. If no specific selection is made, all levels will 
be displayed in the search results. There is a trick to select just one level. Here is an example with the 
variable 'Canton (-) / District (>>) / Commune (......)': 
 
Cantons: the ‒ symbol 

 
 

Districts: the >> symbol 

 
 

Communes: the …… symbol 

 
 

Cantons, districts, and communes ‒ three distinct levels ‒ are each preceded by a unique symbol. Enter 
this symbol in the search window and tick the ‘Beginning of row’ box. This displays values at the selected 
level only, as shown in the examples above. 
 
Before the results (customised table) are displayed, you can click on ‘Information’ and ‘Footnotes’ at the 
bottom of the page to see more cube metadata, or ‘marking tips’ for tips on selecting values.  
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4 Displaying the search results  

When you have finished selecting your values, click ‘Show table’. 
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The resulting table will look like this: 
  

 

4.1 Change the layout 
The resulting table can be displayed using several predefined layouts using the ‘Show result as’ 
collapsible menu. 
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4.2 Edit and calculate 
There are several ways to change the layout of the data in the table using the 'Edit and calculate' 
collapsible menu, including 'pivot' and other layout options. You can also change how the individual 
values are displayed e.g. change the number of decimals, calculate percentages, calculate the sum of 
the variable (or of the values for one variable). 
 

 
  



 

 

 
11

 

do-e-00.02-px-01.pdf /  
 

4.3 Save your results  
To export the resulting table, click ‘Save result as’ and select your desired format. 
 

 

4.4 Extract and save your query 
You can save your query in one of three ways: 
 

 

 
 

Saving the query generates a link that you can copy and paste or send to yourself by email. 

5 New search 

To launch a new search for the same cube, click on the cube title or the number "px-x..." in the navigation 
bar. 
 

 
 
The home icon takes you back to the STAT-TAB homepage. 
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6 More information 

For questions regarding data or their availability, please contact the section responsible for the relevant 
topic. Contact details can be found under the under the ‘Information’ heading on the detailed page of 
each cube. 
 
If you have any questions about how STAT-TAB works, please contact the Data Dissemination DD 
service: 
 
Tel. +41 58 46 742 22 
data@bfs.admin.ch 


