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01 Population
Swiss citizens abroad in 2024

Majority of Swiss abroad have at least one other nationality

There were 826 700 Swiss citizens residing in other countries on 31 December 2024. Their numbers

have increased since 2023 (+13 300 people or +1.6%). Three quarters of the Swiss abroad have more
than one nationality. This figure rises to 85% among the under-18s. These are some of the results of

the Statistics on the Swiss Abroad published by the Federal Statistical Office (FSO).

At the end of 2024, 826 700 Swiss citizens were registered with an official Swiss representation
abroad, 1.6% more than in 2023. This increase is slightly lower than the year before (+1.7%). In
addition to migration by Swiss nationals, trends in the numbers of Swiss abroad are influenced by
changes in the existing populations (births and deaths) and acquisition of Swiss nationality by foreign
citizens.

Swiss people on every continent

Of the 826 700 Swiss citizens residing abroad, 530 500 live in Europe (64%). The largest communities
are in France (212 100), Germany (101 000), Italy (52 600), the UK (40 900) and Spain (27 300). In
these five countries, the number of Swiss citizens grew between 2023 and 2024, with the highest
growth in Spain (+3.1%) and the lowest in Italy (+1.2%). While there are fewer Swiss nationals in
Portugal and Bosnia and Herzegovina (7600 and 1400 respectively), the increase recorded in 2024
was higher than in other European countries (+10.2% and +13.5%).

Some 296 200 Swiss citizens reside in other parts of the world: 16% in North America, 7% in Latin
America and the Caribbean, 7% in Asia, 4% in Oceania and 2% in Africa. The 84 700 Swiss citizens
residing in the United States make up the largest community of Swiss abroad outside Europe. The
second and third-largest communities are in Canada and Australia, with 41 700 and 26 600 Swiss
citizens respectively.

Compared with 2023, the number of Swiss citizens abroad has increased on most continents,
including Asia (+3.3%), Europe (+1.9%), North America (+1.0%), Oceania (+0.8%) and Africa (+0.5%). In
Latin America and the Caribbean, the number of Swiss abroad has fallen slightly (-0.1%).

An ageing population
Among the Swiss abroad, 21% of people are under 18, 55% are aged 18-64 and 24% are aged 65 or
over. All age groups have grown since 2023 (by +0.9%, +0.8% and +4.2% respectively). As in previous

years, the biggest change was seen in the older age group. The ageing of the Swiss abroad was the
main reason for this trend, in addition to migration. Another factor could be methodological, due to
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potential under-reporting of deaths in the registers (see the box at the end of this press release).

Among the countries with large communities of Swiss abroad, Thailand (43%), Portugal (36%), South
Africa (33%) and Spain (33%) had the highest percentage of older Swiss citizens. Between 2023 and

2024, Portugal and Thailand saw particularly large increases in the share of older people among the

Swiss abroad (+15.9% and +7.1% respectively).

Three quarters of Swiss citizens abroad have more than one nationality

Three quarters of Swiss citizens abroad — some 617 600 — have at least one other nationality. Since
2017 (the first year for which the FSO published the Statistics on the Swiss Abroad), the number of
Swiss abroad with multiple nationalities has increased more than that of Swiss abroad with only one
nationality (+10.2% compared with +9.4%). Women more often have several nationalities than men
(76% compared with 73%).

The percentage of Swiss citizens with more than one nationality is highest in Latin America and the
Caribbean (84%), Oceania (81%) and North America (79%). Argentina and Chile are the countries with
the highest percentages (95% and 92% respectively).

The proportion of Swiss citizens with more than one nationality is lower in Asia and Africa than other
continents (63% and 66% respectively). Among the countries with the largest communities of Swiss
abroad, Thailand has the lowest percentage of people with more than one nationality (37%). In some
countries in Asia, the percentage of Swiss citizens with multiple nationalities is especially high. Israel
is one of these countries (86%).

Age and multiple nationalities

Overall, the under-18s make up the group with the highest percentage of Swiss abroad who have more
than one nationality (85%), followed by the 18-64 (75%) and 65+ age groups (65%). These differences
between age groups in terms of multiple nationality are more pronounced in some countries than in
others. Among the countries with the largest Swiss communities, this difference is the most
pronounced in Thailand, where 80% of Swiss citizens under the age of 18 have at least one additional
nationality. This percentage is 42% and 21% respectively in the 18-64 and 65+ age groups. There are
also big differences between the age groups in Germany, Austria and Spain. In these three countries,
the majority of Swiss under-18s (around 80%) have at least two nationalities, whereas less than half of
older people have more than one nationality.
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The Statistics on the Swiss Abroad

Every year, the Statistics on the Swiss Abroad record the number of Swiss citizens residing outside
Switzerland who are registered with their official Swiss representation (embassy, consulate general).
The data are collected by the consular network in accordance with the Ordinance on the E-VERA
Information System (Register of the Swiss Abroad, SR 235.22) of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (FDFA). In 2018, the FSO took over the production of the Statistics on the Swiss Abroad.

The quality of these statistics depends on Swiss citizens abroad registering with their official Swiss
representation. The statistical results can therefore be affected by registration behaviour, for example
people not registering or waiting a long time to register after relocating abroad. Under-reporting of
deaths in the register can lead to an overestimation of the number of older people in the population.

Information

Roxane Gerber, FSO, Demography and Migration section, tel.: +41 58 461 15 12,
email: info.dem@bfs.admin.ch

FSO Media Office, tel.: +41 58 463 60 13, email: media@bfs.admin.ch

Online

Further information and publications: https://www.bfs.admin.ch/news/en/2025-0335
Statistics counts for you: www.statistics-counts.ch

NewsMail subscription in German, French and Italian: www.news-stat.admin.ch

FSO website: www.statistics.admin.ch

Access to results

This press release has been established on the basis of the European Statistics Code of Practice,
which ensures the independence, integrity and accountability of national and community
statistical offices. Privileged access is supervised and under embargo.

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA)

were given access to the text of this press release five working days before its publication, within a
restricted, controlled framework and subject to an embargo period.
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Swiss citizens living abroad by country of residence’ and
multiple citizenship, 2024

W Swiss citizens only W Persons with multiple citizenships
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Total

France
Germany
United Sates
Italy

Canada
United Kingdom
Spain
Australia
Israel
Austria
Argentina
Brazil
Thailand
Netherlands
Belgium
South Africa
Portugal
New Zealand
Sweden
Chile

" the 20 countries of residence with the largest Swiss communities, in descending order

Data as on: 31.12.2024 gr-e-01.05.09.04-2024
Source: FSO - Statistics on the Swiss Abroad (SE-Stat) © FSO 2025
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