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The population of core cities is younger, harder hit by
unemployment and faced with higher crime rates than
the larger urban zones. In addition to the socio-eco-
nomic differences between the core cities and their larger
urban zones, there are also differences between the
cities of various countries.

Younger population in the core cities —
this was not always the case

The evolution of the median age is an indication of the
trend in population ageing. Between 1990 and 2008 the

median age rose continuously in Switzerland's ten largest

larger urban zones: on average from 37.0 to 40.3 years.
The same trend, albeit less pronounced, can be observed
in the core cities.

A change occurred between 1990 and 2008. Whereas
in 1990 the median age in all ten core cities under obser-
vation was still higher than in their larger urban zones, in
2008 a different picture could be seen: six of the ten
core cities showed a lower median age than their larger
urban zones.

Median age
Median age trend in core cities and larger urban zones, 1990-2008 G1
Swiss values: 35.9 (1990), 38.4 (2000), 40.2 (2008)
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Young age dependency rate higher in the larger
urban zones than in the core cities

The young and old-age dependency rates indicate the
ratio of the population at the non-working age (younger
than 20 or older than 64) to the population at the working
age (20 to 64 year-olds). If, for example, the age group of
the under 20 year-olds is large in comparison to the 20 to
64 year-old group, then the young age dependency rate
will be high.

The Swiss cities, led by Zurich and Bern, tend to show
lower values when the two demographic rates are added
together than the other European cities under observation.

In the larger urban zones the young age dependency
rates are consistently higher than in the core cities.

Young and old age dependency rate, 2008

Ratio of persons aged under 20 (young age rate)

and persons aged over 64 (old age rate) to the
population of 20-64 year olds, in % G2

Swiss value: 26.2% (old-age dependency rate),
34.4% (youth dependency rate)
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Stronger population growth in the Swiss larger
urban zones than in their core cities

Between 2004 and 2008 population growth was
stronger overall in the Swiss larger urban zones than in
the core cities. But the annual growth rates of both the
core cities (0.5%) and the larger urban zones (just under
0.7%) are smaller than that of the Swiss population as a
whole (just over 0.7 %).

The reverse situation can be observed in the European
cities: generally core cities show stronger growth rates
than their larger urban zones.

In European comparison, Winterthur is the only Swiss
city to be found among the strongly growing core cities.

Change in total resident population
Annual average rate of change in the population,
2004-2008, in % G3

Swiss value: 0.72%
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Dynamic of the population 2004-2008
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Spatial division: Sub-city districts of the Urban Audit cities
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Crime: more domestic burglaries in the core cities than
in the larger urban zones

The core cities show a systematically higher number of
domestic burglaries’ than the larger urban zones. On
average the value for 2009 in the ten Swiss core cities
was 4.0 burglaries per 1,000 inhabitants whereas the
figure in the larger urban zones was 3.3. Both averages
are higher than the national average for Switzerland.
The only exception is the city of Geneva which has a
slightly higher value in its larger urban zone.

Domestic burglaries in 2009
Number of domestic burglaries per 1000 inhabitants G 4

Swiss value: 2.5
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" Due to differences between international definitions of this indicator,
European comparability is limited. Therefore, this indicator is only shown
for the Swiss cities.
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Large living spaces in Swiss cities

The living space per person is greater than in the other
European cities under observation (based on data from
the Population Census of 2000). In both core cities and
larger urban zones the Swiss values are on average al-
most 10% higher than the European cities selected here.
The population in the larger urban zones has more living
space overall than that in the corresponding core cities.

Living space in 2000
Average living space per person, in m? G5

Swiss value: 44 m?
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Swiss cities with lower unemployment -
especially in the larger urban zones

In European comparison the Swiss cities demonstrate
relatively lower unemployment rates.

Regarding to the core-cities, male unemployment
is generally higher than female unemployment. The
reverse is true in the larger urban zones: female un-
employment is somewhat higher, corresponding to the
values for the whole of Switzerland.

For both sexes, unemployment in the larger urban
zones is systematically lower than in the core cities.

Unemployment in 2008
Share of unemployed in labour supply, as %

Ge6

Swiss values: 2.4% (men), 2.8% (women)
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Cultural urban Switzerland — one museum for
7,000 inhabitants

In European comparison the Swiss cities in the Urban
Audit enjoy the most museums per inhabitant. On aver-
age there is one museum for every 7,000 inhabitants in
these 10 cities.

Museums in 2008
Number of museums per 1000 inhabitants G7
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Geneva has the largest share of female students

Geneva shows the greatest proportion of female
students. Biel/Bienne on the other hand has the greatest
share of male students among the selected cities. The
two Swiss cities with the Federal Institutes of Technol-
ogy, Zurich and Lausanne, as well as Lugano, show
well-balanced shares as does Switzerland as a whole
(49.7% women to 50.3% men). Above all, this indica-
tor's values can be explained by the different courses of
study offered in the individual cities.

Students in tertiary education in 2008
Percentage of male and female students at tertiary
level (ISCED 5-6) G8

Swiss values: Male 50.3%, Women 49.7%
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On average just under 8% of total area is devoted to
recreation, sport and leisure in the Swiss core cities

The core cities of the ten Swiss cities in the Urban Audit
make an average of 7.7 % of their area available for
recreation, sport and leisure activities. In that order,
Geneva, Zurich and Basel, Switzerland's 3 largest cities,
show the highest values among the core cities.

The percentage of the areas referred to is consistently
higher in the core cities than in their larger urban zones.

Recreation, sport and leisure areas, 2004/2009
Share of recreation, sport and leisure areas
as % of total area G9
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Nomenclature of the sub-city districts of the Urban Audit cities

See map on the next page
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Territorial units: Sub-city districts of the Urban Audit cities
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Spatial division: Sub-city districts of the Urban Audit cities

Sources: FSO, communal and cantonal statistical offices © FSO, ThemaKart, Neuchatel 2011
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The Urban Audit in brief

The Urban Audit (UA) launched in June 1998 by the
European Commission, is part of regional and urban policy
as well as the European Union's cohesion policy. The UA
collects approximately 350 variables and 300 indicators cov-
ering a wide range of topics, according to three spatial units
(larger urban zones, core cities and sub-city districts) Since
2005 it has been one of Eurostat’s key activities, carried out
annually since 2009.

Switzerland — under the auspices of the Federal Statistical
Office (FSO) and the Federal Office for Spatial Development
(ARE), together with its ten most populated cities, Zurich,
Geneva, Basel, Bern, Lausanne, Winterthur, Lucerne, St. Gal-
len, Lugano and Biel/Bienne — is conducting the Urban Audit
for the second time. Its first audit was conducted in 2009.

European comparison- selected cities

Two conditions had to be fulfilled for the selection of the
European cities that were to be compared with Switzerland:
first, their importance for Switzerland, second the availability
of identical data for several cities. Preference was given to
cities from neighbouring countries. In order to be consistent,
selected cities without available data on a particular indica-
tor for the period of time in question are represented (grey).

Data period

The data for the Swiss cities are from 2008 (= reference year
of the 2010 Urban Audit). The following topics are an
exception: crime (2009), living conditions (2000) and time
series (various periods). If the data from individual European
cities are from an earlier period, this is noted in the relevant
graph or chart.
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Additional information:

The detailed data related to this publication as well as
additional analyses and information on the Urban Audit in
Switzerland and Europe are available at the following
address:

www.urbanaudit.ch

At European level, the data can be obtained here:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu

Statistics -> General and Regional Statistics -> Regions and
cities -> City statistics — Urban Audit
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