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The food supply chain describes the different processes from raw 
material production in agriculture and fishing to processing and from 
retail to the food on consumers’ tables.
  

Primary food production

Consumers
9 million people

Restaurants, tearooms, bars, 
canteens and caterers

 Workplaces : 26 400
 Jobs : 186 000

Exports
Food:  CHF 9 600 million

Food retail
 Workplaces : 11 900

 Jobs : 104 200

Food wholesale
 Workplaces : 3 100

 Jobs : 35 800

Food industry
 Workplaces : 5 500

 Jobs : 89 300

Agriculture
 Workplaces : 47 600

 Jobs : 147 600
 Utilised area : 10 400 km2

Fishing and aquaculture
 Workplaces : 200

 Jobs : 600

The food supply chain in Switzerland, 2023  

Imports
Food: CHF 13 500 million

domestic food flows food flows with the rest of the world

Source: FOCBS – Foreign trade statistics;  © FSO 2025 
 Source: FSO – STATENT, STATPOP, Farm structure survey  



Productivity: more yield from less land and 
fewer workers   

Food security: Swiss agriculture meets 54% of 
domestic food demand, 2023    

Population and agriculture
Index 1900 = 100
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Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.01.01.01
Source: FSO – EAA, STATPOP, Farm Structure Survey © FSO 2025

Domestic production as a proportion of total
consumption, 2023
Domestic production by usable energy
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¹ including butter
2023: provisional

Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.01.03.02
Source: Agristat – Food Balance Sheet © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.01.01.01
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.01.03.02


Cheese country: 41% of Swiss milk is turned 
into cheese and quark in 2024   

Arable land: rapeseed covers an area equivalent 
to the combined surface areas of the lakes of 
Neuchâtel and Bienne, 2024   Area under cultivation
Arable land 2024: 275 535 ha

cereals

silage corn

other arable 
land

rapeseed for 
edible oil

sugar beets outdoor 
vegetables

potatoes
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Data as on: 13.05.2025
Source: FSO – Farm Structure Survey

gd-e-07.06.02.02.01
© FSO 2025

Milk processing, 2024
Cow’s milk produced: 3.7 billion kg

Cheese and quark
Butter

Drinking milk
Whole milk for animal feed

Long-life dairy products
Cream

Yoghurt, fresh dairy products
and ice cream

Other uses, weight loss during
processing
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Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.02.01.03
Source: Agristat – Dairy Statistics © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.02.02.01
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.02.01.03


Foreign trade: CHF 2.9 billion on imported fruit 
and vegetables, 2024
  

Jobs: 10% in food supply chain, 2023    

Import and export of main foodstuffs, 2024
In CHF millions

imports exports

coffee, tea, spices
sugar, confectionary and cocoa

miscellaneous food preparations
milk, eggs, honey

fats and oils
feed

drinks and alcoholic beverages
cereals, prod. of the milling ind.

and their prep.
meat, fish, crustaceans, molluscs

and their prep.
fruit, vegetables and their

preparations

 4000  2000 0 2000 4000

1 353 3 496
1 351 1 414

1 022 1 002
806 787

461 81
687 306

2 173 1 474

1 539 718

1 693 86

2 925 98

Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.03.03.02
Source: FOCBS – Swiss Foreign Trade Statistics © FSO 2025

Jobs in the food supply chain
In thousand jobs
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Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.03.01.02
Source: FSO – Structural Business Statistics (STATENT) © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.03.03.02
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.03.01.02


Gross value added: food service activities have 
recovered after the COVID-19 pandemic   

Greenhouse gases: 21% of emissions in total 
economy caused by agriculture, 2023    

Gross value added of sections in food supply chain
In CHF billion, at current prices
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Data as on: 29.09.2025 gr-e-07.06.03.02.01
Source: FSO – Swiss National Accounts, Branch accounts for
the primary sector

© FSO 2025

Greenhouse gas emissions from the food supply
chain, 2023
Proportion of total greenhouse gas emissions produced by the
economy

carbon dioxide (CO₂) fossil methane (CH₄) nitrous oxide (N₂O)
synthetic gases

agriculture and fishing
manufacture of food products

restaurants
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Data as on: 30.09.2025 gr-e-07.06.05.02.01
Source: FSO – Environmental accounting © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.03.02.01
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.05.02.01


  Key cantonal figures: jobs in food supply chain, 2023

Cantons Total 
economy

Food chain. percentage of total economy

Total Total

in %

Agricul-
ture and 

fishing

in %

Food 
industry

in %

Food 
wholesale 

and  
food retail

in %

Restau-
rants

in %

ZH 1 141 903 7.9 0.9 1.0 2.4 3.5

BE  673 902 11.7 4.4 1.8 2.5 3.0

LU  272 217 12.8 4.7 2.3 2.8 3.0

UR  19 586 15.4 6.9 0.9 2.8 4.8

SZ  92 155 12.0 4.3 1.9 2.6 3.2

OW  23 646 15.3 6.5 3.3 2.0 3.4

NW  25 421 11.1 4.3 1.0 2.7 3.1

GL  23 131 14.4 3.9 4.6 3.3 2.5

ZG  131 705 7.9 1.3 1.0 2.1 3.4

FR  166 675 15.0 4.8 4.0 3.0 3.3

SO  151 879 8.8 2.5 1.5 2.3 2.5

BS  199 745 6.9 0.03 1.0 1.4 4.5

BL  160 248 8.3 1.7 2.0 2.5 2.1

SH  48 550 9.8 3.5 1.7 2.1 2.5

AR  27 891 11.0 5.4 0.7 2.4 2.4

AI  9 580 23.9 10.2 7.7 2.5 3.5

SG  318 271 11.1 3.3 2.4 2.3 3.0

GR  141 221 13.3 4.3 1.6 2.9 4.5

AG  363 288 9.9 2.5 2.1 2.8 2.5

TG  148 637 13.4 5.8 2.8 2.8 2.1

TI  252 486 7.9 1.1 1.0 2.2 3.5

VD  494 652 9.9 2.4 1.5 2.8 3.3

VS  198 758 14.8 5.0 1.4 3.2 5.1

NE  114 700 7.7 1.9 0.9 2.0 3.0

GE  396 090 6.8 0.5 0.5 2.1 3.8

JU  48 533 10.9 5.7 0.9 2.0 2.2

Switzerland 5 644 870 10.0 2.6 1.6 2.5 3.3

Source: FSO – Structural Business Statistics (STATENT)� © FSO 2025



Consumption: sugar consumption equivalent to 
21 sugar cubes (4g each) per person per day, 
2023   

Organic products: households spent more on 
organic products in 2022 than in 1998    

Consumption of selected foods, 2023
In kg of raw product per head

milk and dairy products,
including butter

fruit
vegetables

cereals
potatoes

meat
sugar
wine
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294.3

103.7
99.7

90.9
50.6

45.6
30.1
29.9

2023: provisional

Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.04.02.01
Source: Agristat – Food Balance Sheet © FSO 2025

Consumption of organic food
Proportion of total expenditure on food and drink accounted
for by organic products
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Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.04.04.02
Source: FSO – Household Budget Survey © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.04.02.01
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.04.04.02


Overweight and obesity: an increasing 
 challenge for public health
  

Gastrointestinal illnesses: hygiene is crucial 
throughout the food supply chain
  

Overweight and obesity

Population aged 15 or over living in a private household

men: obesity overweight women: obesity overweight
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 Source: FSO – Swiss Health Survey (SHS) © FSO 2024

Food poisoning
The most common zoonoses reported in humans

Number of cases
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campylobacter salmonella

Data as on: 14.10.2025 gr-e-07.06.04.05.01
Source: FOPH – Epidemiology © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-14.02.05.02
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-07.06.04.05.01
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Statistics
counts for you.

www.statistics-counts.ch

The MONET 2030 indicator system
www.statistics.admin.ch R Statistics R Sustainable 
development R The MONET 2030 indicator system

The information in this publication contributes to the measure-
ment of sustainable development goal (SDG) no. 2 “Zero hunger” 
of the UN’s 2030 Agenda. In Switzerland, the MONET 2030 indi-
cator system is used to track the implementation of these goals..

Would you like more information?

Visit our website:
www.statistics.admin.ch R Statistics R Agriculture and forestry

Subscribe to our newsletter :
www.statistics.admin.ch R Services R Contact R Orders and 
subscriptions

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/agriculture-forestry.html

