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Population
    
In terms of population growth, Switzerland  
is a dynamic country
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In 2024, slightly more than 9 million inhabitants lived 
in Switzerland, compared to 6.8 million in 1990
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Births and fertility
    
Each successive generation is smaller than that of its 
parents
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In 2024, more than one birth in three took place 
outside marriage
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Deaths and mortality
  
The overall upward trend in the number of deaths is 
linked to demographic ageing in a growing population. 
The increase is particularly pronounced in the group of 
80-year-olds and over.

Deaths 1918 2019 2024

Total 75 034 67 780 71 942

Male 39 314 32 755 35 215

Female 35 720 35 025 36 727

Swiss 68 020 60 960 63 747

Foreigners 7 014 6 820 8 195

Age of deseased persons

0–39 years 34 966 1 243 1 287

40–64 years 18 568 7 146 7 104

65–79 years 16 445 17 245 17 823

80 years or older 5 055 42 146 45 728

Source: FSO – BEVNAT� © FSO 2025
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Life expectancy at birth

Deaths

Despite a high number of deaths, life expectancy 
at birth for both men and women continues 
to increase in 2024
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Marriages and registered partnerships
     
Excluding the COVID-19 pandemic, the number 
of marriages in 2024 was the lowest in over 40 years
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Between 2023 and 2024, more than 1700 same-sex 
couples tied the knot
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Divorces and dissolved partnerships
    
A record number of divorces was registered in 2010 
with 22 100 legal dissolutions of marriages
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The average length of marriage at time of divorce 
is increasing due to the fact that many divorces take 
place after 20 years or more of marriage

© FSO 2025Source : FSO – BEVNAT, STATPOP

Number of divorces without 
children or with mature children

Average length of marriage 
at the time of divorce

Number of divorces 
with minor children

Average 
age at divorce

7950 8138

15.8 years

Divorces

16 123

50.8 46.2

Total divorce rate

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2024
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

39.8

From 2022, marriages, conversions of registered partnerships into marriages and
divorces of same-sex couples are included.

Data as on: 28.05.2025 gr-e-01.06.01.02.04-su
Source: FSO – BEVNAT © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-01.06.01.02.04-su


International migration
    
Foreign nationals arriving in or leaving Switzerland 
mainly come from Europe
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Ageing
     
Life expectancy at birth in Switzerland has doubled 
since the end of the 19th century. In 2024, it was
82.4 years for men and 85.9 years for women.
Life expectancy for women is still higher, although  
the difference is gradually decreasing.
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The percentage of older people grows each year
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Life expectancy for women is still higher, although  
the difference is gradually decreasing.

<iframe title="Life expectancy at birth" aria-
label="Line chart" id="datawrapper-chart-PBBcn" 
src="https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/4c8df7f2
8bd70d0e7a81f447ec82aaf7/2/" scrolling="no" 
frameborder="0" style="width: 0; min-width: 
100% !important; border: none;" height="436" 
data-external="1"></iframe><script type="text/
javascript"> !function(){"use strict";window.
addEventListener("message",function(a)
{if(void 0 !==a.data["datawrapper-height"])
{var e=document.querySelectorAll("iframe");f
or(var t in a.data["datawrapper-height"])for(var 
r,i=0;r=e[i];i++)if(r.contentWindow===a.source)
{var d=a.data["datawrapper-height"][t]+"px";r.style.
height=d}}})}();</script>

The percentage of older people grows each year

© FSO 2025Source: FSO – STATPOP

Age dependency 
ratios

80–99 years 
521 231

65–79 years 
1 245 824

100 years 
or older

2198

32.832.3

Life expectancy at birth
By sex

In years

1876 1890 1910 1930 1950 1970 1990 2010 2024
0

10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

82.482.4
85.985.9

male female

Data as on: 28.05.2025 gr-e-01.04.02.03.08-su
Source: FSO – BEVNAT, ESPOP, STATPOP © FSO 2025

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/asset/en/gr-e-01.04.02.03.08-su


Population projections
    
To a greater or lesser extent, the population 
will continue to increase until 2055
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In 2055, there will be roughly two working-age persons 
for each retirement-age person
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