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Description The aim of the catalogue of branches is to classify the educational paths and

fields of activities of Swiss universities and institutes of technology (Swiss univer-
sities, federal institutes of technology and other university institutes) in a uniform
system. This catalogue makes it possible to compile national statistics on universi-
ties and institutes of technology and to compare various institutions or fields of
study. The SHIS database is also used to calculate the compensation paid be-
tween the cantons (IUA) and the federal grants awarded to higher education insti-
tutions (HEdA). For international comparability, the catalogue’s fields of study are
assigned to the fields of education of the International Standard Classification of
Education (ISCED13, established by UNESCO).

Developed at the start of the 1970s, the SHIS catalogue of branches in universities
and institutes of technology was revised in 1997.

Methodology Level 1: 8 groups of fields of study
Level 2: 24 fields of study

Level 3: around 90 branches of study, 4 of which in the central field

Statistics on students, graduates, staff and finances of Swiss universities and
institutes of technology

Languages: French, German, Italian and English

Legal bases

Organization Federal Statistical Office (FSO), Swiss Higher Education Information System

(SHIS)
Statistics: Education Process Section, sius@bfs.admin.ch
IUA (Intercantonal University Agreement): EDK, cornelia.wyss@edk.ch

HEdA/HEdO (Federal Act and Ordinance on Funding and Coordination of the
Swiss Higher Education Sector): silvia.studinger@sbfi.admin.ch

Information: Education Process Section: sius@bfs.admin.ch
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