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00 Basic statistical data and overviews 
57th UN Statistical Commission 
 

Achievements under Switzerland’s 
chairmanship of the UN Statistical Commission 
 
Switzerland has come to the end of its two-year chairmanship of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission led by Georges‑Simon Ulrich, Director General of the Federal Statistical Office (FSO). 
Elected in 2024 and confirmed for a second term in 2025, Switzerland actively promoted global data 
governance and the modernisation of statistical systems. 
 
Under the Swiss chairmanship, the Commission has strengthened the statistical community’s role in 
the field of data governance. These efforts led to the establishment of a working group to develop a 
common framework for data governance within national statistical systems, which offers guidance to 
countries grappling with rapid technological change and the emergence of new data sources. 
 
On behalf of the UN Statistical Division, Switzerland also oversaw the negotiation of a resolution to 
make the Commission more inclusive and representative. Two other resolutions were adopted during 
the Swiss chairmanship: the System of National Accounts 2025 and the 2030 World Population and 
Housing Census Programme. Both are key to ensuring the international comparability of economic 
and demographic data. 
 
New dietary diversityindicator 
 
In 2025, Switzerland contributed to the international efforts to improve the measurement of progress 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by proposing a new indicator on dietary diversity 
as part of the review of the SDG indicator framework. At the International Conference on Financing for 
development, Switzerland’s advocacy for greater investment in national statistical systems led to the 
inclusion of ambitious wording in support of national systems in the Sevilla Commitment.  
 
A third key focus of Switzerland’s chairmanship has been artificial intelligence (AI). Switzerland 
advocated the integration of AI readiness in the Commission’s agenda, supporting the organisation of 
a high-level seminar dedicated to making official data readable for large language models. 
 
Achievements and outlook 
 
As Switzerland comes to the end of its two-year term, it will hand over the chairmanship to Mexico on 
3 March 2026 leaving a strong legacy of progress in terms of modernisation, international data 
governance and AI readiness. As a member of the Statistical Commission, the main coordinating body  

https://docs.un.org/en/E/RES/2024/2
https://docs.un.org/en/E/RES/2025/12
https://docs.un.org/en/E/RES/2025/13
https://docs.un.org/en/E/RES/2025/13
https://www.deza.eda.admin.ch/en/promoting-dietary-diversity-to-achieve-the-zero-hunger-goal
https://financing.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-08/FFD4%20Outcome%20Booklet%20v4_EN%20-%20spread.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/events-details/un57sc-ai-readiness-for-official-data-and-statistics-27Feb2026/


Press release FSO  
 

 
SWISS FEDERAL STATISTICAL OFFICE FSO, ESPACE DE L'EUROPE 10, CH-2010 NEUCHÂTEL 2 
 

 
 

for the global statistical programmes in general and of the United Nations statistical and data-related 
system, Switzerland will continue its active involvement in international efforts in the field of data and 
statistics. 
 
At the 57th session of the United Nations Statistical Commission, to be held from 3 to 6 March 2026 in 
New York, delegations will be discussing a wide range of topics, including developments in social, 
demographic, economic and environmental statistics, the implementation of the updated systems for 
national accounts and geospatial information, and the statistical monitoring of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information 
FSO Media Office, tel.: +41 58 463 60 13, email: media@bfs.admin.ch 
 
Pour plus d’informations 
Social media: https://x.com/UNStats 
 
Online 
Further information and publications: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/en/2026-0617 
Statistics counts for you: www.statistics-counts.ch 
NewsMail subscription in German, French and Italian: www.news-stat.admin.ch 
FSO website: www.statistics.admin.ch 
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