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00 Basic statistical data and overviews 
Bilateral agreement on cooperation in the field of statistics 
 

Swiss‒EU cooperation in the field of statistics:  
Update of the 2004 bilateral agreement 
 
At its meeting in Bern on 27 October 2026, the Switzerland‒EU joint committee updated Annex 
A of the bilateral agreement on cooperation in the field of statistics to maintain the consistency 
and comparability of statistics produced by the two parties. The Federal Council approved this 
amendment at its meeting on 2 September 2026. The updated Annex A takes effect immedi-
ately. Keeping Annex A up to date promotes Switzerland’s international visibility, particularly 
as an economic centre. 
 
The main updates relate to statistics on business and foreign trade, agricultural holdings and agricul-
tural inputs and outputs, as well as societal surveys and the European system of national and regional 
accounts. 
 
Owing to changes in the EU legislation on statistics, Annex A needed to be amended to maintain the 
consistency and comparability of Swiss and EU statistics.  
 
In Switzerland, certain statistics relating to tourism and agriculture are no longer being produced owing 
to budget reallocations. The updated annex to the agreement takes account of these changes. Swiss‒
EU cooperation in the field of statistics remains excellent. 
 
The 2004 bilateral agreement entered into force in 2007. It sets out the rules for the development, pro-
duction and dissemination of harmonised statistical data in Switzerland and the EU, enabling compa-
rability in the fields of cooperation covered by the different bilateral agreements. The publication of 
euro-compatible Swiss data by Eurostat, the EU statistical office, increases Switzerland’s international 
visibility, for example as an economic centre. It also means that Switzerland can rely on statistics 
aligned with European standards, which strengthens its position in international negotiations. Further-
more, comparable data are of great importance to users, as they enable consistent analysis at an in-
ternational level. 
 
The Swiss‒EU agreement on statistics is not part of the ‘Stabilisation and further development of rela-
tions between Switzerland and the EU’ (Bilaterals III) package of agreements. This amendment of An-
nex A to the agreement is unrelated to this package. 
 
The Federal Council approved the updates to Annex A of the bilateral agreement on cooperation in 
the field of statistics in its session on 2 September 2026. 
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Information 
FSO Media Office, tel.: +41 58 463 60 13, email: media@bfs.admin.ch 

 

Online 
Further information and publications: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/en/2026-32 

Statistics counts for you: www.statistics-counts.ch 

NewsMail subscription in German, French and Italian: www.news-stat.admin.ch 

FSO website: www.statistics.admin.ch 

 

 

Access to results 
This press release has been established on the basis of the European Statistics Code of Practice, 

which ensures the independence, integrity and accountability of national and community 

statistical offices. Privileged access is supervised and under embargo. 
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