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15 Education and science 
2026‒2035 education system scenarios 
 

Education scenarios vary widely by level of education 
 

According to the Federal Statistical Office’s (FSO) reference scenario, the number of students 

attending Swiss higher education institutions is expected to continue to rise (+21% between 2026 

and 2035) and to exceed 300 000 at bachelor and master degree level. This increase is largely 

attributable to population growth and a rise in the number of students from abroad. At the same 

time, owing to the decline in the number of births, pupil numbers in primary education are expected 

to fall significantly from 2029 (‒8% between 2026 and 2035), and those in lower secondary 

education from 2034. The number of secondary II pupils is expected to grow at least until 2035. 

These are the main results of the 2026–2035 education system scenarios. 

 

 

 

 

You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 

 

For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2026-0120 

 

For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2026-0120 

 

For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2026-0120 
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