
 
 

Federal Department of Home Affairs FDHA 

Swiss Federal Statistical Office FSO 

 

 

 

Espace de l'Europe 10 

CH-2010 Neuchâtel 

www.statistics.admin.ch 

 

 

 

Press release 
  
Embargo: 14.11.2017, 9:15 

 

 
 

14 Health  No. 2017-0081-E 

 
 
Causes of death in 2015 
 

Exceptionally high number of deaths in 2015 due to flu and the 
heatwave 
 
Neuchâtel, 14.11.2017 (FSO) – In 2015, 67 606 people died in Switzerland, 6% more than in the 
previous year. The flu epidemic in spring, the heatwave in July and the ageing of the population 
contributed to this. Accordingly, the mortality rate and potential years of life lost increased and life 
expectancy at birth temporarily declined. The most frequent causes of death between the ages of 15 
and 40 are accidents and suicide, between the ages of 40 and 80 cancer and among people aged 
over 80 cardiovascular diseases. These are some of the findings from the new Cause of Death 
Statistics of the Federal Statistical Office (FSO). 
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You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2017-0081 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2017-0081 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2017-0081 
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