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13 Social Security   
Social assistance recipients in Switzerland in 2017 
 

The social assistance rate reached 3.3% in 2017 
 
278 345 people received economic social assistance in 2017. This means that 3.3% of the resident 
population was supported by social benefits at least once during the year. Over the past few years, 
the social assistance rate has increased disproportionately for persons between the ages of 50 and 
64, which is due in particular to the lower likelihood of a quick departure from the social welfare 
system for this age group. These are some of the findings from the current Swiss Social Assistance 
Statistics conducted by the Federal Statistical Office (FSO).  
 
 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2018-0474 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2018-0474 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2018-0474 
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