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02 Territory and environment   
Swiss land use statistics 2013/18: New results of the cantons AI, AR, SH, SZ, TG, 
UR, ZG, ZH 
 

Settlement areas continue to grow but at a slower pace 
 
Settlement areas in Western, Central and Northern Switzerland have grown by 31% in just over three 
decades (from 1982 to 2015). Their share of the total surface area rose from 7.9% to 10.3%. On 
average, there was annual growth of 1983 hectares or 2700 football pitches. The increase was 
mainly at the expense of agricultural areas. These are some of the new partial results from the land 
use statistics conducted by the Federal Statistical Office (FSO). 
 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2018-0421 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2018-0421 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2018-0421 
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